Echoes From the Cross 5 – “It Is Finished”
Text:  John 19:28-30 (NIV)
"Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 'I am thirsty.'  A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, 'It is finished.' With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit."

Introduction:
When Jesus spoke His sixth word from the cross—"It is finished"—He uttered perhaps the most significant three words in human history.  In the original Greek, it's a single word: tetelestai.  This wasn't the groan of defeat or the sigh of resignation.  It was a triumphant declaration, a victor's cry that echoed through eternity.
Charles Spurgeon once said, "It is finished!  The debt is paid, the sacrifice is complete, the work is done, and eternal life is assured to all who believe."
Today, we'll explore the profound depths of this statement and what it means for us.

The Meaning of "It Is Finished"
1. The Debt Is Paid
In ancient times, when someone paid off a debt in full, the creditor would write tetelestai across the certificate—"Paid in Full."  No balance remained.  No further payment was required.  When Jesus uttered these words, he was declaring that the debt owed to God was wiped away completely—specifically, the debt of human sin. 
The scope of what Jesus accomplished extends far beyond a single transaction.  While Jesus’ earthly life and passion had ended, this was no cry of defeat; from beginning to end, everything pointed to his triumph.  The Father’s work was completed—Jesus had been given the task of revealing God to the world and reconciling humanity to God by covering sin, and this was now accomplished on the cross.  Additionally, all Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah—over 300 specific predictions ranging from Genesis 3:15 to Isaiah 53—were fulfilled and finished at the cross. 
The striving of God’s people was finished—everything needed had been done.  Rather than an ending marked by exhaustion, these words point to the meaning of history itself, revealing that in eternity past, Father and Son conceived a plan with this moment as its centerpiece, with the entire universe created to set the stage for this drama of God’s love. 

Illustration: Imagine a prisoner who has served a twenty-year sentence.  On the day of his release, the warden stamps his papers with one word: "PAID."  He doesn't owe one more day, one more hour, one more minute.  He walks out the gate a free man.  That's what Jesus did for us at Calvary.
We were debtors to sin.  Romans 6:23 tells us "the wages of sin is death."  Every sin we committed added to our account, and we could never pay it off ourselves.  But on that cross, Jesus took our debt upon Himself and paid it completely.
Colossians 2:13-14 says, "He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross."
Martin Luther understood this deeply when he wrote: "God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does."  Why? Because our good works cannot contribute to our salvation—Christ's work is sufficient.  Our works are now freed to serve others, not to earn God's favor.
Your sin debt?  Finished. Paid. Complete.

2. The Work of Salvation Is Complete
From Genesis 3, when God promised that the seed of woman would crush the serpent's head, the entire Old Testament pointed forward to this moment.  Every prophecy, every sacrifice, every shadow and type found its fulfillment in Christ.
Illustration: Think of the greatest painting ever created.  The artist works for years, every brushstroke deliberate, every color chosen with precision.  Finally, he steps back, sets down his brush, and signs his name.  "It is finished," he declares.  No one can improve it.  No one needs to add to it.  It is complete.
Jesus didn't come down from the cross.  He could have—but He stayed.  He endured to the end because the work of redemption required complete obedience, complete sacrifice, complete substitution.
John Calvin wrote in his Institutes: "We must not imagine that there is any other way of salvation than by the blood of Christ; for when God declares that he is appeased by this sacrifice, he at the same time shows that he cannot be appeased in any other way."
Notice in Hebrews that the Old Testament priests stood daily at their work because it was never done. But when Jesus cried "It is finished," He could then sit down at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 10:12). Why? Because there was no more work to do.

3. Victory Over Sin, Death, and Satan
"It is finished" wasn't surrender—it was conquest.  At that moment, Jesus crushed the serpent's head.  He defeated the principalities and powers.  He disarmed the spiritual forces of evil.
Colossians 2:15 tells us, "Having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross."
When Jesus declared “It is finished” from the cross, he was not signaling the end of his suffering alone.  Rather, he was announcing that the plan of salvation had reached completion according to the Father’s will.  The Greek word underlying this statement—tetelestai, derived from telos meaning “end” or “goal”—carries weight far beyond a simple conclusion.  In Greek, this perfect tense verb describes an action completed in the past whose effects continue into the present, an action that both has taken place and, in a sense, is still taking place. 
When Christ declared these words, he was affirming that all Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah’s liberation of his people had been fulfilled, and that this completion now impacts the present.  Everything involved in his earthly ministry—his incarnation, calling of disciples, teaching, healing, institution of the Eucharist, betrayal, trials, beatings, and crucifixion itself—was now complete.
Illustration: In ancient Rome, when a general won a great victory, he would parade through the streets with his captives in chains behind him—a public spectacle of triumph.  At the cross, what looked like Jesus' defeat was actually His victory parade.  Satan and his forces were the captives, disarmed and defeated.  Satan's accusations? Finished.  Death's sting?  Finished.  Sin's power? Finished.
J.I. Packer writes: "There is tremendous relief in knowing that His love to me is utterly realistic, based at every point on prior knowledge of the worst about me, so that no discovery now can disillusion Him about me."
The resurrection would demonstrate this victory, but the victory itself was won at Calvary.

4. Nothing Can Be Added
This is crucial: If it is finished, then we cannot add to it.  We cannot complete what Jesus declared complete.  We cannot improve upon perfection.  Religion says, "Jesus plus my good works."  Grace says, "Jesus. Period."
Ephesians 2:8-9 is clear: "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast."
Charles Spurgeon preached: "If there is anything for us to do to save ourselves, Christ's death is in vain.  If salvation could have been by our good works, Christ need not have died.  But if salvation is entirely of grace, and entirely through what Christ has done, then blessed be His name forever, for it is finished, and we are saved by faith."

Your salvation doesn't depend on:
How many prayers you pray
How much you give
How well you behave
How often you attend church
These things flow from salvation, not to salvation.  Christ's work is finished.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism states: "Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone."

What "It Is Finished" Means For Us Today
1. We Can Rest
You don't have to earn God's love.  You don't have to perform to maintain His acceptance.  You don't have to live in fear that one mistake will undo everything.
Matthew 11:28 invites us, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."
2. We Can Have Assurance
How can we be sure we're saved?  Because Jesus said it's finished.  Not "it might be finished" or "it will be finished if you hold on tight enough."  It IS finished.
1 John 5:13 says, "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life."
John Wesley, founder of Methodism, struggled for years with assurance of salvation. He was a missionary, a preacher, and a devoted Christian—but had no peace.  Then on May 24, 1738, at a meeting on Aldersgate Street, he heard someone reading Luther's preface to Romans.  Wesley wrote in his journal: "I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death."
Wesley stopped trying to finish what Christ had already finished.
3. We Can Live in Freedom
When you truly grasp that it's finished, legalism loses its grip.  You're free to serve God out of love, not obligation.  Free to fail and get back up.  Free to grow without fear.
Galatians 5:1 declares, "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery."
Tim Keller writes: "The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope."
4. We Can Share the Gospel with Confidence
The message isn't complicated: Jesus finished the work.  You need only receive it by faith.  No one is too far gone.  No sin is too great.  The payment is sufficient for all.
Illustration: During World War II, on the island of Corregidor in the Philippines, American forces were besieged by the Japanese.  Food and ammunition were running out.  Then one day, a message came via radio: "Help is on the way."  But weeks passed with no rescue.  Finally, just before all hope was lost, another message came, just two words: "IT'S HERE."
That's the difference between the Old Testament and the New.  The prophets said "Help is on the way."  But Jesus said, "IT'S HERE. It is FINISHED."
D.L. Moody, the great evangelist, once said: "The promise to the thief on the cross is not 'This day you shall be with Me in purgatory.'  It is 'This day you shall be with Me in Paradise.'  That is the gospel—immediate, complete salvation to all who believe."

Conclusion:
Two thousand years ago, on a hill called Calvary, the Son of God looked into the face of divine justice and human sin and declared, "It is finished."
The temple veil tore from top to bottom.  The earth shook.  Darkness covered the land.  Creation itself recognized that something cosmic had occurred.
What distinguishes Jesus’ death from ordinary human mortality is his sovereign control over it. Knowing he had accomplished everything necessary for salvation, Jesus lowered his head and then allowed himself to die.  This demonstrates that Christ, as God, possessed complete authority over his own life as the source of life itself.  By conquering sin, demons, and death through his own death, Jesus freed all humanity from death’s grip and reconciled humankind with God.  Through this announcement of his completed earthly mission and victory over darkness, Jesus declared himself King over our lives, and all who place faith in him now share in his promises.

Communion Meditation:
What Jesus started in a manger, He finished on a cross.  What He purchased on Calvary, He validated through an empty tomb.
Jesus has done everything necessary for our salvation.  He's declared, "It is finished!"  But we must receive it.  We must accept the pardon.
The question isn't whether the work is done — Jesus already declared that.  The question is: Have you received it?  Have you placed your faith in His finished work?
If you've been trying to earn salvation, stop.  It's finished.
If you've been living in guilt and shame, let it go.  It's finished.
If you've been doubting whether you're good enough, hear this: You're not—but Jesus is.  And He says it's finished.

Horatius Bonar wrote:
"Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul;
Not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my spirit whole.
Thy work alone, O Christ, can ease this weight of sin;
Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, can give me peace within."

It is always a privilege to take the elements of communion together.  The bread represents His body broken for us.  The cup represents His blood poured out for us.  We take these elements as a reminder today that Jesus proclaimed “It Is Finished.”

Closing Prayer
Father, we stand in awe of the cross.  We thank You that Jesus didn't come down, that He endured to the end, that He finished the work of our salvation.  Help us to rest in what He accomplished, to live in the freedom He purchased, and to share this good news with a world that's still trying to save itself.  May we never add to what Christ completed, nor subtract from what He declared finished.  In Jesus' name, Amen.

Benediction:
As you leave today, carry this truth deep in your soul: Christ has finished what you could never begin.  Your salvation is sure, your hope is certain, and your future is held in His hands.  Go in peace, trusting fully in the finished work of Jesus on the cross.  Amen.
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