Grand Community Church Christmas 2025 December 28th.
Celebrate Jesus!!
The Birth of Jesus Christ
Matthew 1:18-24
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[footnoteRef:1]a because he will save his people from their sins.”  [1: a Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means the LORD saves.] 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”[footnoteRef:2]b—which means, “God with us.”  [2: b Isaiah 7:14] 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Holy Bible: New International Version (Mt 1:18–25). (1984). Zondervan.] 


Introduction:
There are many Old Testament prophecies about Jesus Christ.  Some interpreters place the number of Messianic prophecies in the hundreds.  The following are those that are considered the clearest and most important.
Regarding Jesus’ birth—Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  Isaiah 9:6: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Micah 5:2: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Got Questions Ministries. (2002–2013). Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Logos Bible Software.] 

Isaiah 9:6 declares both the humanity (“A Child is born”) and the deity (“A Son is given”) of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The prophet then leaps ahead to the Kingdom Age when Messiah will reign in righteousness and justice from David’s throne.  God had promised David that his dynasty and throne would be established forever (2 Sam. 7:16); and this is fulfilled literally in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:32–33; Zech. 9:9), who will one day reign for ever and ever.  Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!! [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). Be Comforted (p. 37). Victor Books.] 

If His name is “Wonderful,” then there will be nothing dull about His reign!  As Counselor, He has the wisdom to rule justly; and as the Mighty God, He has the power to execute His wise plans. “Everlasting Father” does not suggest that the Son is also the Father, for each Person in the Godhead is distinct.  “Father of Eternity” is a better translation.  Among the Jews, the word “father” means “originator” or “source.”  If you want anything eternal, you must get it from Jesus Christ; He is the “Father of eternity.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). Be Comforted (p. 38). Victor Books.] 


A.  The birth of Jesus Christ was different from any of the births mentioned in the genealogy. There we found the repeated formula: “A begot B.”  But now we have the record of a birth without a human father.  The facts surrounding this miraculous conception are stated with dignity and simplicity.  Mary had been promised in marriage to Joseph, but the wedding had not yet taken place.  In N[footnoteRef:7]T times, betrothal was a form of engagement (but more binding than engagement today) and it could be broken only by divorce.  Although an engaged couple did not live together until the marriage ceremony, unfaithfulness on the part of the betrothed was treated as adultery and punishable by death. [7: NT New Testament] 

During the time of her betrothal, the Virgin Mary became pregnant by a miracle of the Holy Spirit.  An angel had previously announced this mysterious event to Mary: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35).  A cloud of suspicion and scandal hung over Mary.  In all of human history there had never been a virgin birth.  When people saw an unwed woman who was pregnant, they had only one possible explanation.
1:19 Even Joseph did not yet know the true explanation of Mary’s condition.  He might have been indignant at his fiancée on two counts: First, her apparent unfaithfulness to him; and second, though innocent, he would almost inevitably be accused of responsibility.  His love for Mary and desire for justice led him to decide to break the betrothal by a quiet divorce.  He wished to avoid the public disgrace which normally accompanied such an action.
1:20 While this gentle and deliberate man was mapping his strategy to protect Mary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.  The salutation, “Joseph, son of David,” was doubtless designed to stir up the consciousness of his royal pedigree and to prepare him for the unusual advent of Israel’s Messiah-King.  He should have no misgivings about marrying Mary.  Any suspicions concerning her purity were groundless.  Her pregnancy was a miracle of the Holy Spirit.
1:21 The angel then revealed the unborn Child’s sex, name, and mission.  Mary would bear a Son. He was to be named JESUS, (which means “Jehovah is salvation” or “Jehovah, the Savior”).  True to His Name, He would save His people from their sins.  This Child of destiny was Jehovah Himself, visiting earth to save people from the penalty of sin, from the power of sin, and eventually from the very presence of sin.
1:22 As Matthew recorded these events, he realized that a new era had dawned in the history of God’s dealings with the human race.  The words of a messianic prophecy, long dormant, had now sprung to life. Isaiah’s cryptic prophecy was now fulfilled in Mary’s Child: So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet.  Matthew claims divine inspiration for the words of Isaiah—the Lord had spoken by the prophet at least 700 years before Christ.
1:23 The prophecy of Isaiah 7:14 included the foretelling of a unique birth (“Behold, the virgin shall conceive”), the sex of the Child (“and bear a Son”), and the name of the child (“and [she] shall call His name Immanuel”).  Matthew adds the explanation that Immanuel means God with us.  There is no record of Christ ever being called “Immanuel” while on earth; He was always called “Jesus.”  However, the meaning of the name Jesus  implies the presence of God with us.  Immanuel might also be a designation for Christ which will be used primarily in His Second Advent.
1:24 As a result of the angel’s intervention, Joseph abandoned his plan to divorce Mary.  He continued to recognize their betrothal until Jesus’ birth, after which he married her.
1:25 The teaching that Mary remained a virgin all of her life is disproved by the consummation of their marriage mentioned in this verse.  In taking Mary as his wife, Joseph also took her Child as his adopted Son.  This is how Jesus became legal heir to the throne of David.  In obedience to the angelic visitor, he called the Baby’s name Jesus.
Thus the Messiah-King was born.  The Eternal One entered time.  The Omnipotent became a tiny Infant.  The Lord of glory veiled that glory in a human body, and “in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (A. Farstad, Ed.; pp. 1205–1206). Thomas Nelson.] 


B.  The beginning actually had the end in sight.
One commentator writes (Jessica Jecker) some interesting thoughts:
When the prophet Malachi finished speaking, heaven did not answer.  The echo of his voice faded…and then… nothing.  Four hundred years of silence.  No open vision.  No burning word.  No prophet rising with fire in his bones.  No “Thus says the Lord” breaking the darkness.
Four hundred years of waiting.  Of longing.  Of groaning.  Of hearts lifted toward heaven that seemed sealed shut.  Generation after generation was born into the quiet.  They lived.  They died.  And still—no voice.
Until one night.  On a dirt floor in a forgotten place… in a stable that did not look holy…in the shadows of obscurity and insignificance…a sound was released.  After four hundred years, heaven spoke again—not with thunder, not with fire, not from a mountain- but from the lungs of a newborn baby.
A cry pierced the silence.  A cry that split history in two.  A cry that carried eternity within it.  In that moment, the King of Glory stepped down into the dust of His own creation.  The Eternal wrapped Himself in skin.
The Word became flesh—and cried.  The Son laid aside His throne and chose a manger.  Heaven’s highest treasure placed in a feeding trough.  He came low.  He came meek.  He came breakable.
Wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid where animals ate, born beneath the looming shadow of a cross.  A Lamb born to be slain.
The Hope of a hopeless world breathed His first breath in the dark.  A weary world rejoiced as a young virgin labored and delivered its redemption.  In that manger, the Great I AM made Himself vulnerable.  Touchable.  And eventually Killable on a cross.
And with one holy cry, the silence was shattered.  The separation was broken.  The way was opened.
Then, suddenly, heaven could not remain quiet.  The skies erupted with angelic voices declaring, “Glory to God in the highest!”  Wonderful.  Counselor.  Mighty God.  Everlasting Father.  Prince of Peace.
With the cry of an infant, heaven invaded earth.  Behold—our Redeemer.  Behold—our King.  Behold—the fulfillment of every promise.  Behold—the sound that broke four hundred years of silence.
Not the roar of an army.  Not the shout of a king claiming His crown.  But the fragile cry of God-with-us.  He did not arrive with a sword in His hand, but with nails already written into His future.  He did not enter wrapped in royalty, but in cloths that foretold a burial.
The silence was not just broken, it was answered.  Every unanswered prayer.  Every tear cried into the dark.  Every generation that waited without seeing.  Every promise that seemed delayed but not denied.  All of it converged in that single cry.
That night, heaven did not just speak- heaven gave.  God did not send another prophet.  He did not send another sign.  He sent Himself.
And in that stable, eternity took its first shallow breath.  Omnipotence learned weakness.  Glory learned humility.  Love made itself small.
The cry that shattered the silence would one day be echoed again- not from a manger, but from a cross.  The first cry said, “He has come.”  The final cry would say, “It is finished.”
From swaddling clothes to grave clothes, from a feeding trough to a borrowed tomb, He came to be broken so we could be made whole.  And even now, that sound still reverberates.  It calls the weary.  It awakens the forgotten.  It reaches into the places where heaven has felt silent again.
If God could speak through the cry of a baby, He can still break silence in our darkest night.  So behold Him.  Not distant.  Not untouchable.  Not unmoved.  But Emmanuel.  God with us.  -Jessica Jecker
Conclusion:
Every year on December 25th we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  I’m sure I’m not the only person that is a bit disgusted with the development of the commercialized holiday that Christmas has become.  As Christians we must never loose the insight that Jesus is the Reason for the Season.
Equally important, we must remind ourselves that becoming a babe in a manger was God’s method to give us His Son.  God sent His Son knowing He would one day be the only possible remedy for the sin of all mankind and the penalty would be paid on a rugged cross, shedding His blood for us.
I’ve often contemplated the thought of all that God has done and is doing for us, all that He asks from us in return is that we serve Him.  For just a moment think ahead to 2026.  It’s just around the corner.  Today is the perfect opportunity for you to check your relationship with Jesus Christ.  I don’t know where you are spiritually.  Maybe there are some things you have been letting slide to the back burner for a while.  Wouldn’t it be great to refresh your relationship with Jesus and start 2026 in a special direction?  If you are uncertain about your relationship I would love to talk with you and pray for you.
As we prepare to take communion together, I just want to mention that you don’t have to be a member of this church.  We serve open communion for anyone who wants to partake of the elements with us.



THE LORD’S SUPPER
Luke 22:14-20
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you[footnoteRef:9] [9:  The Holy Bible: New International Version (Lk 22:14–20). (1984). Zondervan.] 



The following is from the Church of the Nazarene Manual for the Lord’s Supper:
Let the minister then give the following invitation:
The Communion Supper, instituted by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is a sacrament, which proclaims His life, His sufferings, His sacrificial death, and resurrection, and the hope of His coming again.  It observes and honors the Lord’s death until His return.
The Supper is a means of grace in which Christ is present by the Spirit.  It is to be received in reverent appreciation and gratefulness for the work of Christ.
All those who are truly repentant, forsaking their sins, and believing in Christ for salvation are invited to participate in the death and resurrection of Christ.  We come to the table that we may be renewed in life and salvation and be made one by the Spirit.
In unity with the Church, we confess our faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Before the partaking of the bread, let the minister say:
The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, broken for you, preserve you blameless, unto everlasting life.  Eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you and be thankful.
Before the partaking of the cup, let the minister say:
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, shed for you, preserve you blameless unto everlasting life.  Drink this in remembrance that Christ died for you and be thankful.
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, we gather at this, your table, in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who by your Spirit was anointed to preach good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, set at liberty those who are oppressed.  Christ healed the sick, fed the hungry, ate with sinners, and established the new covenant for forgiveness of sins.  We live in the hope of His coming again.
And so, we gather as the Body of Christ to offer ourselves to you in praise and thanksgiving.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these your gifts.  Make them by the power of your Spirit to be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the Body of Christ, redeemed by His blood.
By your Spirit make us one in Christ, one with each other, and one in the ministry of Christ to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.
(Here the congregation may pray the Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
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