Romans 5 series # 3 - A New Identity - “Loved at Our Worst”
Text: Romans 5:9-11 (NIV)
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Today we will see how Paul describes a new identity for those who experience the forgiving power of this one man, Jesus Christ.

Introduction:
Most of us understand what it feels like to be stuck.  In the recent snow event, I saw multiple vehicles and semi’s stuck in the ditch.  Maybe you’ve slid into a ditch on an icy country road.  Maybe you’ve been stuck in mud after heavy rain.  The wheels spin, but you’re going nowhere.  No matter how hard you try, you cannot get out on your own.
And when someone stronger comes along with a chain and pulls you out, you’re grateful — because you know you couldn’t rescue yourself.
Paul tells us in Romans 5 that spiritually, that was us.  We were stuck.  Helpless.  Unable to rescue ourselves.  And Christ came for us anyway.

1. Christ Came When We Were Helpless (v.6)
Paul writes: “at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”
Notice Paul does not say Christ died for people who were improving.  Not for people who were trying harder.  Not for people who had cleaned themselves up.  He died for the helpless.
Let me put it this way.  I have several antique tractors, and some of them need a little repair to be in good working condition.  A tractor sitting broken in the field doesn’t fix itself.  You can leave it there all year, but unless someone with knowledge and tools comes to repair it, it stays broken.

That’s us spiritually.
We could not fix ourselves.  Sin had us stuck.  But God didn’t wait for us to get repaired.  He came to us.  This is what we call prevenient grace — God’s grace moving toward us before we ever move toward Him.  
John Wesley said, “God loves us not because we are lovable, but because He is love.”  God didn’t wait for us to deserve love.

2. Christ Died for the Undeserving (v.7–8)
Paul continues:  “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
We sometimes help people who deserve help.  But God helps the undeserving.  Think about volunteer firefighters in rural communities.  When the call comes in, they don’t ask, “Do these people deserve saving?”  They just go.  Because life matters.
Jesus didn’t look at humanity and say, “They’ve earned rescue.”  He saw people trapped and said, “They need rescue.”
John Stott once wrote, “Before we begin to see the cross as something done for us, we have to see it as something done by us.”  It was our sin that put Christ on the cross. And still, He loved us.

"The Extraordinary Nature of God's Love"
Verse 7 highlights the rarity of human sacrifice even for good people, setting up the contrast with Christ's death for sinners in verse 8.  God's love transcends all human categories of worthiness, and that makes divine love so radically different from human love.  This concept helps us grasp the magnitude of what Christ did.
"Scarcely and Perhaps: The Limits of Human Love"
Focus on the conditional, hesitant nature of human sacrifice ("scarcely...perhaps") compared to God's certain, unconditional love.  Even our best human love has limits and conditions, while God's love breaks through every barrier.
"The Good Person Problem"
Why does Paul distinguish between a "righteous person" and a "good person."  What's the difference? Why might someone die for a good person but not a righteous one?  Neither moral excellence or personal warmth, can earn God's grace.
"When Love Seems Impossible"
Where love feels impossible—forgiving enemies, loving difficult people, extending grace to the undeserving; God’s love is magnified 100 fold and beyond.  Since humans rarely die even for good people, how much more challenging to love those who wrong us?  Yet that's exactly what God did.

3.  How Much More:
Having looked at the action, recipients and timing of God’s love in verses 6-8, Paul brings us back once more to its benefits.  “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!” [v. 9])  Notice the exclamation mark!!!  He echoes the opening words of Romans 5:1 in verse 9: and not the human response (“through faith”) of verse 1.  The benefits are described in terms of their greatness.  Twice in this paragraph, Paul uses the phrase how much more (vv. 9–10) to describe the powerful effects of the Cross.  In doing so, he is setting the stage for his comparison of Adam and Christ in the last half of the chapter.
It is one thing for an all-powerful deity to declare a truce, ending hostility that exists between a righteous God and a wicked people.  When peace is bought at the price of blood, how much more can we be certain that there is no residual anger, no lingering anger, no possibility that peace will be broken on His part.  And if our reconciliation comes through the death of God’s Son, how much more is God committed to accomplishing His purposes for our lives.  I love that concept, “how much more!”

And what is the appropriate response to this heightened awareness that the right relationship comes by his blood as well as by our faith?  We … rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 11). We’ll look at that further in a minute.  Like the composer of a great symphony, Paul has woven the themes of peace, hope and joy throughout this passage, reminding us of the great benefits of being reconciled to God.  Once again, Paul describes a new identity for those who experience the forgiving power of this one man, Jesus Christ.  Paul is persuaded that God’s love for us, proven in the past at the cross, and still presently experienced in the Lord’s Supper, has even greater implications for the future.

4.  We Were Enemies, Now We Are Family (v.9–10)
Paul says we were not only sinners, but enemies of God.  And yet God reconciled us.  Think of two family members who haven’t spoken in years.  Pride builds walls.  Hurt grows.  Silence stretches on.  Reconciliation only happens when someone makes the first move.
God made the first move.  He came toward us when we were walking away from Him.  Salvation is not just forgiveness.  It is restored relationship.  We are not just pardoned criminals.  We become children welcomed home.
As C.S. Lewis put it:  “The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God.”
That is reconciliation.

The natural conclusion:
The last three verses of this passage (vv. 9–11) describe the natural conclusion to this act of divine love.  We are justified, saved from his wrath and reconciled to him.  The result of Christ’s atoning death is that we have now been justified by his blood.  The emphasis on his blood here emphasizes the sacrificial, atoning aspect of his death, bringing out the idea of the ransom price behind “redemption.”  Additionally, it is a present reality and force in our lives.
Paul’s point, however, is that since our justification is a fact, it is also true that we are saved from God’s wrath through him!  Since God has done the more difficult, justified the ungodly, He can also achieve the easier, delivering those who have been declared innocent from his wrath.  Saved in this context refers not to spiritual salvation but to being “delivered” from wrath, namely, God’s wrath at the last judgment.  Paul pictures the Christian as having been saved, as looking forward to being saved, and even as in the process of being saved.

Reconciliation is the natural result of justification.
Verse 10 repeats the argument from a different perspective.  Here the death of his Son has resulted in our being reconciled to him.  Reconciliation is the natural result of justification.  After God has declared us righteous on the basis of Christ’s sacrificial death, he establishes a new relationship with us, just as if we had never sinned.  The language moves from the legal to the personal.  Paul uses reconciliation to show the new personal relationship established by God’s justification.
So, if this remarkably difficult thing has taken place, how much easier it is for God to have saved us through his life.  Christ’s death and resurrection are a single event in salvation history and together they constitute the basis of our salvation.  As the future tense makes clear, saved through his life denotes salvation in the full and final sense.
No doubt, the pivotal word for the right understanding of verses 10 and 11 is enemies, the fourth term Paul has used for those in the unsaved state.  Clearly, we made enemies of ourselves, treating God as our enemy by our disrespect for him.  That he did not treat us as his enemies is proved at the cross.  He was the wronged party, but he took the initiative to remedy the alienation. 
If God loved us when we were enemies, now that he has made provision for us at infinite cost, much more will he go on to see us through to the final goal of our salvation.  Paul not only states that we have been reconciled (v. 10) but that we have received the reconciliation (v. 11).  He avoids saying that we have done anything to effect reconciliation.  God provided it through the death of his Son.  The matter is made even clearer in the companion statement that God has reconciled us “to himself.” 

Christianity is not just relief from punishment.  It is joy in relationship.  Too many Christians live forgiven but not joyful.  When you realize God loved you at your worst, something changes.  Gratitude grows.  Joy rises.
Karl Barth summarized the gospel simply: “God loves us. That is the great truth.”

Conclusion:
The appropriate response of the saved community is exultation.  The concluding idea of this section is once again that of boasting, we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  The natural reaction to all that God has done for us through Christ is joy.  Paul says here that God not only has saved us from his future wrath (vv. 9–10) but … also has given us the joy of our present reconciliation.  We have both future hope from verses 2and 5, and present salvation.  What a reason for joy!  And that joy is in God, showing that the highest action anyone can perform is worship, and this worship is a continuous activity.
The Christian life is God-centered, and Christ is the instrument whose death on the Cross made this possible.  God has given us salvation; therefore, we have received an entirely new relationship (reconciliation) from him.
There is a sense in which Paul has saved the best kind of rejoicing to the last.  Certainly, we rejoice in hope and in troubles, in salvation and in our spiritual position, but more than all this we “rejoice in God.”  While it is practically impossible for us to think of God without thinking of the benefits we receive from Him, there must be a place in our lives where we have a deep well of joy in the knowledge of who He is, apart from what we have gained through knowing Him.
There is unlimited cause for rejoicing in the Christian experience.  And the more thoroughly we appreciate what God has revealed of Himself and His work on our behalf, the more we can exhibit the joy of the Lord which is our strength.

God didn't wait for us to stop being his enemies.  While we were still sinners—still powerless, still ungodly—Christ died for us.  He reconciled us before we even knew we needed reconciliation.  That's not just forgiveness.  That's love beyond anything human hearts can manufacture.  And that's why we can rejoice today."

Before communion this morning I want to just read verses 9-11 from The Message:
Romans 5:9-11 (The Message)
Now that we are set right with God by means of this sacrificial death, the consummate blood sacrifice, there is no longer a question of being at odds with God in any way.  If, when we were at our worst, we were put on friendly terms with God by the sacrificial death of his Son, now that we’re at our best, just think of how our lives will expand and deepen by means of his resurrection life!  Now that we have actually received this amazing friendship with God, we are no longer content to simply say it in plodding prose.  We sing and shout our praises to God through Jesus, the Messiah!

Communion Meditation:
When we take this bread and cup today, remember what it cost for us to be here.  We didn't earn this table.  We didn't become good enough to qualify.  Romans 5 tells us that while we were still weak, ungodly, sinners, and enemies—Christ died for us.
This bread represents a body broken for people who didn't deserve it.  This cup represents blood poured out for enemies who became friends.  As we partake, don't just remember what Jesus did 2,000 years ago.  Celebrate what he's doing right now—reconciling us, giving us access to the Father, and filling us with hope that doesn't disappoint.
We're not coming to this table as someone who finally got their life together.  We're coming as someone who was powerless and found a Savior who loved you anyway.  Come with gratitude. Come with joy.  Come as a reconciled child of God."
Jesus took the bread and said “this is My body, broken for you.  Take and eat.”
Jesus took the cup and said, “this cup represents My blood, shed for all mankind, take and drink.”

Application
You don’t outgrow grace.  You don’t graduate from needing mercy.  And God never stops loving His children.  Maybe today someone needs to stop trying to rescue themselves and simply trust the One who already came to rescue them.  Christ did not wait for you to fix yourself.  He loved you when you were helpless.  And He still does.

Let’s pray:
"Father, we come to you now with hearts full of gratitude.  We have tasted the bread and the cup, and we remember once again what you did for us while we were still weak, still wandering, still your enemies.
Thank you that you didn't wait for us to get our lives together.  Thank you that you didn't require us to prove ourselves worthy.  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  What amazing love.
Lord, we've been reconciled through the death of your Son, and now we are being saved by his life. Help us to live in the reality of that reconciliation today and every day.  When we're tempted to doubt your love, remind us of the cross.  When we struggle to extend grace to others, remind us how much grace we've received.
We don't just have forgiveness, Lord—we have peace with you.  We have access to your presence.  We have hope that will never disappoint us because your love has been poured into our hearts.
So send us out from this place rejoicing.  Not just in what you've done for us, but in you.  May our lives be a testimony to the power of your reconciling love.  In the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, Amen."

Benediction:
"Go now in peace, knowing that you are reconciled to God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  You have been justified by his blood, saved from God's wrath, and brought into his glorious grace.  May the love of God that was poured out for you on the cross fill your heart with hope and joy this week and always.  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen."

Doxology:
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