RUIN or RESCUE  Text: ROMANS 5: 12-21

Paul’s logic is complex and almost confusing in this passage.  The difficulty comes as he endeavors to draw out similarities (compare), while at the same time pointing out the superiority of the work of Christ over the “work” of Adam (contrast).  Rather than addressing each of the contrasts Paul gives in these verses, we will look at the passage as a whole.
One might question why Eve receives no mention in this passage, since she was in fact the first to disobey, and subsequently persuaded her husband to sin.  Paul is not ignorant of Eve’s role in the Genesis account, and in other passages he makes specific references to her actions as well.  Here, for the sake of the comparison he wants to make, Paul limits his attention to the male figures of Adam and Christ.  We should recall that the Hebrew word Adam is the generic word for “human.”  All the references to Adam and men in this passage, therefore, have a generic meaning that embraces females as well as males.
So far, the book of Romans has surveyed the extent of human sin and guilt and the glorious adequacy of God's justifying grace in and through Jesus Christ.  Paul has led us down into the depths of human depravity and up into the heights of divine mercy.  He has established that there are two communities.  One is characterized by sin and rebellion and the other by grace and faith.  One is headed by Adam and the other is headed by Christ.  Each individual has been given the choice to change his family lineage by coming under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  This choice is a life or death matter.

I. SIN REIGNED THROUGH ONE MAN, 12-14.
The focus now shifts from our redemption to the two heads or lines of humanity.  Verse 12 summarizes the story of the fall of man in Genesis 3 emphasizing that Adam's disobedience brought sin, death and separation into the world.  Man's right standing with God comes only through Jesus Christ's sacrificial death and resurrection life.  Acceptance of Christ brings righteousness, reconciliation (peace), and life. 
The "one man through" whom "sin entered the world" is obviously Adam (Adam in Hebrew even means man).  This is theologically termed the doctrine of original sin.  Those who are born of flesh inherit their sinful nature from Adam.  Man is now inclined to sin and therefore commits sin.  As all of know it comes naturally in our pre-Christian lives.  Satan intended it that way.  But the Bibles says the wages of sin is death, meaning separation from God.  Thus, "death spread to all men."  The death intended here is spiritual death (Gen. 2:16-17, 3:1-6) which is the cause of physical death and eternal death (1 Cor. 15:22).  Sin and death cannot be separated.
The plain obvious point is that the effects of Adam's sin are transmitted to his descendants.  The whole of mankind is viewed as having fallen with Adam.  But it is not simply because Adam sinned but because every human being after Adam sinned.  "All sinned" is each and every person born into the world has sinned.
Physically speaking, DNA is the stuff of life.  Genetic research revolutionizes our world in hundreds of ways.  DNA from a lifeless body can be compared with the living to demonstrate family connections.  Small traces can convict criminals or set the accused free.  DNA also confirms at a scientific level what Paul had asserted to the Athenian philosophers in Acts 17 when he said that God had "made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth."  We are all connected, and the common link for the human race, both physically and spiritually, is Adam.  We all carry Adam's DNA.

Verse 13 explains why death reigned even before there was a full consciousness of man's sinfulness brought about by the written law.  Without definite commandments there are no specific sins, but man is still a sinner because of his rebellion against God's will, way, and Word which is revealed in his general manner of life.  Early man, or those who lived before the law, knew the difference between right and wrong because they had the declaration of their Creator in nature and in their own nature and the inner law of reason and conscience.
The word "imputed" means "to put down in the ledger to one's account."  Some see the age of accountability taught here.  When one can comprehend the teaching of the law they become accountable before God for their sin.
Paul has already proven that the law does not bring salvation.  In verse 14 he states that it is not simply breaking the law that brings death, but it is because we are sinners that we die.
Since all men from Adam to Moses died even without the law, it must be a repercussion from Adam's direct disobedience to God.  For man's sin was not in direct rebellion to God's specific commands because they did not have them.

II. GRACE REIGNS THROUGH ONE MAN (15-17).
In verses 15-17 the analogy between Adam and Christ is completed.  Verse 15 begins the comparison of differences by distinguishing what each did along with the effect of their actions.  Verse 16 repeats that the actions of Adam and Christ are not equal.  The gift is not like that which came though the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.  Verse 17 continues proclaiming the superiority of the effects of Christ over those of Adam.  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
One man performed one act that resulted in great consequences for those connected with him.  We were all born into Adam's physical family - the family line that leads to certain death.  All of us have reaped the results of Adam's sin.  We have inherited a sinful nature (the tendency to sin) and deserve God's punishment.  Because of Jesus, however, we can trade condemnation for forgiveness.  We can trade our sin for Jesus' righteousness.  We can trade our way of sin for Jesus' way of righteousness.  Christ offers us the opportunity to be born into his spiritual family - the family line that begins with forgiveness and leads to eternal life.  If we do nothing, we have death through Adam; but if we come to God by faith, we have life through Christ.  [Application Bible. Zondervan. p 2036]. Have you changed sides?
Verse 17 ends with what those who follow Christ receive.  "Those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness will reign in life.  Through the One Jesus Christ."  By being born again into God's forever family we "reign in life."  We reign over sin's power, over Satan's attacks and over death's corruption.  We reign in life now through living in Jesus Christ, the Lord of Life.  No wonder he repeatedly speaks of the abundant provisions of grace for all those who leave Adam's road to ruin to follow Christ.
There is the first Adam, and there is the last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ.  One or the other is ruling your life.  One leads to disobedience the other to obedience, one to sin the other to righteousness, one brings death the other life.  Either death reigns or life reigns in your life, but not both.
To be human is to stand at a crossroads of choice: there is the way of the past, the way of death, or the way of the future, the way of life in Christ.

III.  THE RESULTS OF ONE MAN'S DEED, 18-19.
Notice the abundant provision offered to all those who will come to Christ Jesus to be made righteous in verse 18.  "So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men."  The use of disobedience in verse 19 portrays the voluntary nature of Adam's sin.  "For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.
The "one transgression" that brought "condemnation" was Adam's act of choosing his way over obedience to God's word in the Garden of Eden.  The "one act of righteousness" was Christ's sacrificial death on the cross for sinners.  The parallel though is that one transgression and one righteous act effect each of those who are born after them.  The result of Adam's sin (condemnation) is contrasted with the result of Christ's work (justification offered to all).  One brought death, the other brings life.  Disobedience brought death and obedience to God brings righteousness.  The obedient in Christ "will be made righteous."

IV. THE RESULTS OF GRACE, 20-21
Nothing could sum up better the blessings of being in Christ than the expression ‘the reign of grace’. For grace forgives sins through the cross and bestows on the sinner both righteousness and eternal life.  Grace satisfies the thirsty soul and fills the hungry with good things.  Grace sanctifies sinners, shaping them into the image of Christ.  Grace perseveres even with the wayward, determining to complete what it has begun.  And one day grace will destroy death and consummate the kingdom.  So, when we are convinced that ‘grace reigns’, we will remember that God’s throne is a ‘throne of grace’ and will come to it boldly to receive mercy and to find grace for every need.  And all this is through Jesus Christ our Lord, that is, through his death and resurrection.
Verse 20 reminds us that knowing the law results in an increased realization of our sin.  "The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, (21) so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Law's purpose was to make sin obvious.  Through the giving of "the Law," God laid down a standard of that which was pleasing and displeasing in His sight.  This standard made actions definable as right or wrong.  It removed the generalness of sin and made it specific.  The other reason "sin increased" when the law was given is because satan then had definite commandments to tempt man to rebel against God and break.

CONCLUSION
However prevalent, however rampant sin may be, grace can overcome it.  Grace prevails over sin, indeed grace miraculously overwhelms it.
How full and wonderful is the gift of God's grace!  We are saved by grace (Eph. 2:8), and we daily enjoy the benefits of His grace.  As His children, we learn that God's grace is more than sufficient for our every spiritual need.  If are faced with a tough situation, He gives strength to endure it.  If we have an opportunity to witness, His grace empowers us to speak out for Him.  If we have an opportunity to serve, He helps us.  If we are tempted, He strengthens us to resist.
God's purpose in giving grace is so man might triumph over the reign of sin or death by following Christ.  The demand for God's grace will never be greater than His supply!
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