"Great Is Thy Faithfulness"-An Unchanging God in a World of Constant Change
Text: Lamentations 3:22-23, James 1:17
Hymn: "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" (Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923)

Lamentations 3:22-24
22Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. 
23They are new every morning;  great is your faithfulness. 
24I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”

James 1:17
17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

I. INTRODUCTION
Change is the one constant in our lives.  Everything shifts.  Everything fades.  Everything moves on.  Except God.  There are some hymns that are more than songs.  They become testimonies.  The hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” has carried believers through wars, funerals, hospital rooms, financial hardship, and lonely nights.  It has been sung by saints with tears in their eyes and hope still in their hearts.  What makes this hymn so powerful is that it is not built on shallow optimism.  It is built on deep truth.  This morning, we're going to explore one of the Churches’ most beloved hymns: "Great Is Thy Faithfulness."

"Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be."
These aren't just beautiful words meant to make us feel warm inside.  They're a theological declaration about the nature of God Himself—and they have the power to transform how we live every single day.

The Writer's Story
The man who wrote these words, Thomas Obadiah Chisholm, lived a life that would test anyone's faith.  Born in a log cabin in Kentucky in 1866, Chisholm had minimal formal education.  He became a Christian at age 27 in a revival meeting.  He felt called to ministry and was ordained in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

But here's where his story gets difficult.  Chronic health problems forced him to leave pastoral ministry after just one year.  One year.  Imagine preparing your whole life for something, getting ordained, starting your ministry, and then having your body give out.  He moved to New Jersey and spent most of his life working in life insurance, struggling financially, battling illness.

Yet this man—this chronically ill, financially struggling, former pastor who never achieved what the world would call success—wrote over 1,200 poems and hymns.  And in 1923, from that place of physical weakness and limited means, he penned the words we sing: "Great is Thy faithfulness."

Dr. Timothy George, founding dean of Beeson Divinity School, writes: "The great hymns of the church are not born in comfortable circumstances. They emerge from the crucible of suffering, doubt, and perseverance.  Chisholm's testimony reminds us that God's faithfulness shines brightest not in our strength but in our weakness."

This morning, I want us to see three truths from this hymn:

The Foundation: God's character never changes
The Evidence: His mercies are new every morning
The Response: How we live in light of His faithfulness

II. THE FOUNDATION: GOD'S UNCHANGING NATURE
A. "There Is No Shadow of Turning"
The phrase "no shadow of turning" comes directly from James 1:17, which reads: "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change" (ESV).

James is using an astronomical metaphor.  In the ancient world, people tracked time by the sun's movement.  Shadows shifted throughout the day.  The sun itself appeared to move across the sky—rising, setting, changing position.  Even celestial bodies that seemed permanent actually moved in predictable patterns.

But God?  James says there's not even a shadow of turning with Him.  Not the slightest variation.  No shifting.  No fluctuation.  No drift.

B. The Doctrine of Divine Immutability
Theologians call this "divine immutability"—God's unchanging nature.  Now, before your eyes glaze over at that theological term, stay with me, because this is practical, life-changing truth.

Malachi 3:6 declares, "For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed."  Think about that.  If God changed His mind the way we do, we'd be in serious trouble.  If His patience had limits like ours, we'd have been wiped out long ago.  If His love fluctuated based on our performance, we'd never have security.

Dr. H. Orton Wiley, one of the great Nazarene theologians and author of Christian Theology, writes: "The immutability of God does not mean that He is static or impersonal.  Rather, it means that His character, His purposes, and His covenant love are eternally consistent.  God is dynamic and personal, but never inconsistent or unfaithful."

C. What Doesn't Change About God  Let me be specific about what doesn't change:
1. His character doesn't change
God doesn't have mood swings.  He doesn't wake up on the wrong side of heaven.  He isn't loving on Monday but vindictive on Tuesday.  He isn't merciful in good times but harsh in bad times.  Numbers 23:19 says, "God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind."
2. His promises don't change
When God makes a covenant, it stands.  Every promise God has ever made is still valid.  The ones to Abraham.  The ones to David.  The ones to you when you knelt at an altar.  They don't expire.  There's no fine print.  No conditions you didn't know about.
3. His love doesn't change
Romans 8:38-39 declares that nothing—not death, not life, not angels, not demons, not the present, not the future, not powers, not height, not depth, not anything in all creation—can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  That's not just poetic language.  That's ironclad assurance.

D. Contemporary Illustration: The Algorithm Life
We live in what I call the "algorithm life."  Everything around us is constantly adjusting.  Netflix changes what it recommends based on what you watched last night.  Amazon changes prices based on your browsing history.  Social media feeds shift based on engagement.  Even your GPS recalculates your route in real-time.  We're exhausted by change.  We're exhausted by instability.  We're tired of things we counted on shifting beneath our feet.

Dr. Tim Keller observed: "Modern people are drowning in choice and change yet starving for stability and meaning.  The gospel offers us the one unchanging reality in a world of flux—a God who is the same yesterday, today, and forever."

E. Why This Matters Practically
When you're lying awake at 2 AM worried about everything going on in life—you need to know that God hasn't changed His mind about you.  When you've failed for the hundredth time and you're not sure you can go back to Him again, you need to know His character doesn't shift based on your performance.  When the world feels like it's spinning out of control, you need an anchor that holds.
"There is no shadow of turning with Thee."  That's not just a pretty line in a hymn.  That's the bedrock of Christian hope.

III. THE EVIDENCE: MORNING BY MORNING, NEW MERCIES
A. The Context of Lamentations 3
The chorus of our hymn declares: "Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see."

This comes from Lamentations 3:22-23: "The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness."
But here's what's remarkable about these verses: their context.  Lamentations is the most depressing book in the Bible.  It's Jeremiah's funeral dirge over the destruction of Jerusalem.  The city has been burned.  The temple—the place where God's presence dwelt—is rubble.  People are starving.  Children are dying.  It's the worst moment in Israel's history.
And right in the middle of this catastrophe, Jeremiah writes, "His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning."

B. What Are These "New Mercies"?
So what are these mercies that show up every morning?  Let me give you a biblical framework:
1. The mercy of another day
Every morning you wake up is a gift.  Psalm 118:24 says, "This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it."  Not last week.  Not next month.  This day.  Today, you have breath in your lungs, a mind that can think, a heart that can love.  That's mercy.

2. The mercy of forgiveness
First John 1:9 promises: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  Notice that word: faithful.  God's forgiveness isn't a limited resource that runs out.  It's rooted in His faithfulness.  Every morning, yesterday's failures are covered by today's fresh grace.

3. The mercy of sufficient strength
Second Corinthians 12:9 records Jesus' words to Paul: "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."  You don't get strength for next month's crisis today.  You get strength for today's challenges.  That's why Jesus taught us to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread."

Dr. Phineas Bresee, founder of the Church of the Nazarene, wrote in one of his sermons: "God does not give us grace for imaginary troubles.  He gives us grace for real ones, and He gives it day by day, as we need it.  His mercies are measured out in daily portions."

4. The mercy of His presence
Hebrews 13:5 quotes God saying, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."  Every morning, God shows up.  He doesn't take a day off.  He doesn't disappear when things get hard.  He's there.

C. Contemporary Illustration: The Subscription Model
We live in a subscription economy.  We all have different subscriptions for things.  Magazines, newspapers, maybe even amazon prime for videos.  Here's the thing about subscriptions: they renew automatically.  You don't have to reapply for them every month.  You don't have to prove you deserve them.  As long as the provider remains faithful to the agreement, the service continues.
God's mercies work the same way—except better.  They renew automatically every morning.  You don't have to earn them.  You don't have to prove you deserve them.  They come because God is faithful to His own character.
But here's where the comparison breaks down: With human subscriptions, your access depends on payment.  With God, the payment has already been made.  Jesus paid it all.  Your subscription to God's mercy is guaranteed by the blood of Christ, not by your performance.

D. When You Don't "Feel" the Mercies
But what about those mornings when you don't feel blessed?  When you wake up and the first thing you think is, "I don't want to face this day"?  When depression sits on your chest like a weight?  When chronic pain greets you before you even open your eyes?

Listen carefully: God's mercies are not dependent on your feelings.  They're not tied to your circumstances.  They're rooted in His faithfulness.  Jeremiah didn't feel blessed when he wrote Lamentations 3.  His circumstances hadn't improved.  The city was still destroyed.  But he chose to declare truth in the face of devastation: "Great is your faithfulness."

This is what biblical scholar Christopher Wright calls "defiant hope"—the choice to believe God's character even when circumstances contradict your experience.

IV. THE RESPONSE: LIVING IN LIGHT OF GOD'S FAITHFULNESS
A. Remember Past Faithfulness
The second verse of the hymn declares: "Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, Join with all nature in manifold witness, To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love."
And then this crucial line: "Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!"

"Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside." That's the language of remembering.  Taking inventory.  Counting up God's past faithfulness.

Practical Application: Keep a Faithfulness Journal

I want to challenge you this week: Start a faithfulness journal.  Every day, write down one specific way God was faithful to you that day.  It doesn't have to be dramatic.  Maybe it's that you had food on your table.  Maybe it's that you got through a difficult conversation.  Maybe it's that a Scripture encouraged you.  The Israelites built stone memorials so they wouldn't forget God's works.  In our digital age, maybe it's a note on your phone.  A document on your computer.  But create a memorial of God's faithfulness.

Because here's what happens: When the next crisis comes—and it will—you'll have a record.  You'll have evidence.  You'll be able to say, "He was faithful then.  He'll be faithful now."

B. Trust for the Future
"Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow."  Notice the balance.  We get strength for today. Hope for tomorrow.  Not strength for tomorrow—that comes tomorrow.  Hope is what carries us forward.

C. Worship Authentically
The chorus ends with these words: "Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!"
Notice: It moves from theology to testimony.  From "Thy faithfulness" to "unto me."  This is personal.  This is your story intersecting with God's character.

Dr. Ajith Fernando, author of The Call to Joy and Pain, writes: "True worship is not generic praise.  It's the overflow of personal encounter with God's character.  When we sing 'Great is Thy faithfulness,' we're not reciting a doctrinal statement.  We're bearing witness to what we've experienced."

D. Extend Faithfulness to Others
If God has been faithful to you, you're called to be faithful to others.  Personal holiness is never private.  If we've experienced God's unchanging love, we're called to demonstrate steady, faithful love to others—especially when it's difficult.

Dr. Dennis Kinlaw, former president of Asbury College, used to say: "The greatest apologetic for Christianity is not intellectual arguments.  It's Christians who actually live like their God is faithful."

V. CONCLUSION
A. Returning to Thomas Chisholm
Let me take you back to Thomas Chisholm, the man who wrote this hymn.  He lived to be 94 years old.  He never pastored again after that first year.  He never became famous.  He never became wealthy.  His body remained frail most of his life.
But in 1960, three years before his death, he wrote these words in a letter: "My income has not been large at any time due to impaired health in the earlier years which has followed me until now.  Although I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God and that He has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care, for which I am filled with astonishing gratefulness."

Did you catch that?  "The unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God."  At 94, after a lifetime of limitations, he was still singing the same song: Great is Thy faithfulness.

B. The Invitation
This morning, God is inviting you to anchor your life in His unchanging character.  Maybe you're here and you're exhausted by change.  Everything in your life feels unstable.  God says: "There is no shadow of turning with Me."
Maybe you're here and you're terrified of the future.  You don't know how you're going to make it.  God says: "I'll give you strength for today.  Tomorrow's strength comes tomorrow."
Chisholm and Jeremiah and countless others have testified: When everything else changes, God remains.  When everything else fails, God stands.  When everything else fades, God endures.

"Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee."  Can you say that this morning? Will you build your life on that foundation?

Prayer:
Father, we come to You this morning, thanking You for Your faithfulness.  We confess that we often doubt.  We confess that we often trust in things that change rather than in You who never changes. Forgive us.

For those who need to experience Your faithfulness in a fresh way, meet them right now.  For those who need to surrender their fears about the future, give them grace.

Great is Your faithfulness.  Great is Your faithfulness.  Morning by morning, new mercies we see.  All we have needed, Your hand has provided.  Great is Your faithfulness, Lord, unto us.
In Jesus' name, Amen.

Communion Meditation: At the Table of Faithfulness
Transition from Sermon:
As we come now to the Lord's Table, we're reminded that communion itself is a monument to God's faithfulness.  Every time we break bread and pour the cup, we're declaring: "He kept His promise."
Meditation:
In the upper room, on the night He was betrayed, Jesus took bread and said, "This is my body, given for you."  Hours later, that body hung on a cross.  Three days later, that body walked out of a tomb. Two thousand years later, we're still here, still remembering, still feeding on His faithfulness.

The cross was God's ultimate "new mercy."  When humanity deserved judgment, when our sin should have consumed us—to borrow Jeremiah's words—God gave us Jesus instead.  "Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed."
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:26: "For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes."  That little phrase—"until he comes"—is soaked in faithfulness.  Jesus promised: "I will come again."  And at this table, we declare: We believe Him. We trust Him. There is no shadow of turning.
This bread represents His body that never failed you.  This cup represents His blood that never runs out.  Morning by morning, His sacrifice speaks fresh mercy over our life.  Taste and see that the Lord is good.  In taking these elements we receive strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow.

Benediction: Sent Out in His Faithfulness
As we prepare to leave this place, receive this blessing:
May the God who never changes—who was faithful to Abraham, faithful to Jeremiah in the rubble, faithful to Thomas Chisholm in his weakness, and faithful to you this very morning—
May He anchor your heart when everything around you shifts.
May His new mercies greet you tomorrow morning and every morning after.
May you carry His faithfulness by becoming living testimonies that our God keeps His promises.  And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit go with you now and forevermore.
Go in peace.  Serve in faithfulness.  Live in holiness.  Amen.
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