Sermon 3: "The Supremacy of Christ"
Text: Colossians 1:15-23
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 
22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 
23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

INTRODUCTION
Today, we're going to look at what many scholars consider one of the most breathtaking passages in all of Scripture.  What we're about to encounter isn't just beautiful poetry, though it is that.  It's not just profound theology—though it's certainly that too.
This passage is Paul's answer to a question that every generation has to wrestle with: Who is Jesus, really?  False teachers had infiltrated the church at Colossae.  They weren't denying Jesus outright—that would have been too obvious.  Instead, they were diminishing Him.  They were saying, "Yes, Jesus is important, but He's not enough.  You need Jesus plus secret knowledge.  Jesus plus mystical experiences.  Jesus plus angel worship.  Jesus plus strict rules about food and festivals."  Jesus plus. Jesus plus. Jesus plus.
And Paul's response?  He doesn't argue point by point.  He doesn't get into the weeds of their false teaching.  Instead, he does something more powerful.  He shows them Jesus.  He lifts their eyes to see the cosmic, all-sufficient, supremely glorious Christ.  And his argument is simple: When you see who Jesus really is, you realize there is no "plus" needed.  He is everything.
I. THE CHRIST HYMN: WHO JESUS IS (vv. 15-23)
Most biblical scholars believe verses 15-20 represent an early Christian hymn—possibly one the Colossians already knew, which Paul quotes and applies.  Whether it was originally a hymn or Paul's own composition, what we have here is one of the highest statements about Christ in all the New Testament.  It's structured in two stanzas—the first focuses on Christ and creation (vv. 15-17), the second on Christ and redemption (vv. 18-20).  Then in addition to that section verses 21-23 remind us of Christ and reconciliation.  Every phrase is loaded with meaning.

A.  Christ and Creation (Vs. 15-17)
Verse 15: "The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation."  "The image of the invisible God."
In Greek philosophy, there was this idea that the physical world was bad and the spiritual world was good.  God was so transcendent, so far removed from matter, that He couldn't directly touch creation.  So these false teachers taught that there were intermediate beings—angels, spiritual beings—between God and the world.
Paul demolishes that idea with six words: Jesus is the image of the invisible God.  You want to see God?  Look at Jesus.  You want to know what God is like?  Look at Jesus.  Jesus isn't one of many intercessors—He is the perfect, complete revelation of God Himself.
The writer of Hebrews says it this way: "The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being" (Heb. 1:3).  "The firstborn over all creation."  The false teachers in Colossae would later be joined by other heretics who twisted this phrase to mean Jesus was the first thing God created—that Jesus is a creature, not the Creator.  The firstborn son had supremacy, authority, and the right to the inheritance.
Paul isn't saying Jesus was born first chronologically.  He's saying Jesus has supremacy over all creation.  He has the rights.  He has the authority.  He is preeminent.  And Paul makes this crystal clear in the next verse.
Verse 16: "For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him."
By Him—Christ is the agent of creation.  Everything that exists came into being through Christ.  Through Him—Christ is the means of creation.  He's not just an architect drawing up plans; He's actively involved in bringing everything into existence.  For Him—Christ is the purpose of creation. Everything exists for His glory, His purposes, His pleasure.
Notice what Paul specifically mentions: "thrones or powers or rulers or authorities."  These were terms used in the ancient world to describe spiritual beings—angels, demons, cosmic powers.  The false teachers were promoting angel worship, saying you needed to appease these spiritual mediators.
Paul says: Jesus created them.  They exist because He made them.  They exist for Him.  You don't worship the servants when the Master is present.
Scholar F.F. Bruce notes that Paul is conducting a "theological mopping-up operation"—taking every conceivable spiritual being and subordinating them all to Christ.  There is no spiritual power, no cosmic force, no angelic being that competes with Christ.  He created them all.
Verse 17: "He is before all things, and in him all things hold together."  Not just chronologically (though that's true), but in rank and importance.  He has preexistence and preeminence.  "In him all things hold together."  This phrase—"hold together" or "cohere"—is remarkable.  Christ isn't just the Creator who made everything and then stepped back.  He is actively, continually sustaining all things.
If Jesus stopped holding things together for one nanosecond, the universe would fly apart into chaos.  There is literally nothing in the universe that exists apart from Him or operates independently of Him.  He is the Cosmic Christ.

B. Christ and Redemption (Vs. 18-20)
Now Paul shifts from creation to redemption, from the cosmos to the church.  Verse 18: "And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy."
Notice the parallel structure.  Just as Christ is "firstborn over all creation" (supremacy in creation), He is "firstborn from among the dead" (supremacy in redemption).  "The head of the body, the church."  Christ isn't just a member of the church.  He isn't even just the most important member.  He is the head—the one who directs, sustains, and gives life to the whole body.
Scholar Peter O'Brien points out that this metaphor would have been especially powerful in Colossae, where the false teachers were trying to get believers to look elsewhere for spiritual nourishment.  Paul says: No.  Christ is the head.  Life flows from Him alone.
"The beginning and the firstborn from among the dead."
Here's the second "firstborn" designation.  Christ is the firstborn from among the dead—not because He was the first person ever resurrected (the Old Testament records resurrections), but because His resurrection is different in kind.  Jesus' resurrection is permanent, glorious, and definitive.  He's the first fruits—the guarantee that all who are in Him will also be raised.  His resurrection launched the new creation.  "So that in everything he might have the supremacy."
There it is.  The point of it all.  Supremacy.  Preeminence.  First place.  Not just in creation—in everything.  Not just in the cosmic realm—in everything.  Not just in the spiritual realm—in everything.

Now, verses 19-20.  This is where Paul reaches the climax.  Verse 19: "For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him."  All.  His.  Fullness.  Not part of God.  Not some of God's attributes.  Not a divine spark or release.  The totality of deity—everything that makes God, God—dwells in Christ.  The false teachers taught that divine fullness was distributed among various spiritual beings.  You needed to access different intermediaries to get different aspects of God.
Paul says: Nonsense.  All the fullness of God dwells in Christ.  You don't need anyone or anything else.  Christ is completely sufficient because He is completely God.
And then, verse 20, the cosmic scope of redemption:
"And through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross."  Reconcile. All things.  Creation is broken.  Because of sin, there's hostility, disorder, and death.  The relationship between God and humanity is ruptured.  Creation itself groans under the curse.
But God's plan is to reconcile all things.  Not just some people.  Not just souls floating off to heaven.  All things—the entire created order—will be reconciled through Christ.
Scholar N.T. Wright emphasizes that this isn't universalism (the idea that everyone will be saved regardless).  The passage doesn't say all people will be reconciled whether they believe or not.  It says the scope of Christ's reconciling work is cosmic or celestial.  Everything that sin broke, Christ will restore.  And how?  "By making peace through his blood, shed on the cross."
Here's the stunning paradox: The one who created the cosmos, who holds everything together, who has all of God's fullness dwelling in Him—this one made peace through His blood.  The Cosmic Christ became the Crucified Christ.  The one who spoke galaxies into existence shed His blood on a Roman cross.  The one through whom all things were created became weak, vulnerable, and mortal to reconcile those things back to God.
C.  Christ and Reconciliation (Vs 21-23)
Verse 20 has presented the general aspect of the reconciling work of Christ (“all things …”).  Verses 21–23 show how this applies personally and specifically to the Colossians.  Prior to their conversion to Christianity, they had been “alienated from God,” “enemies” in their minds, which literally means “transferred to another owner,” and speaks of estrangement from God.  This hostility, Paul explains, affected their “minds” and was outwardly expressed in their “evil behavior.
Verse 22 tells us God reconciled the Colossians “by Christ’s physical body through death.”  Perhaps Paul deliberately used this expression to emphasize the reality of Christ’s body.  The result of Christ’s reconciling work is the presentation of the Colossians “holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”  In reconciling them, he brought them into his presence, no longer as unhallowed, stained by sin, and bearing the burden of guilt; but “holy” and “without blemish and free from accusation.”  “Holy” suggests consecration and dedication.  “Without blemish,” was used of animals that were without flaw and therefore worthy of being offered to God.  The use of this word gives support to the view that in this statement Paul was not thinking about our personal conduct but about our position in Christ.  There has never been, nor will there ever be, a Christian life that is without blemish in actual conduct.  But then Paul also adds, “Free from accusation.”  Like the other two terms, it expresses a condition possible only because we are in Christ, covered by and sharing in the benefits of his death.
Finally, verse 23 according to some interpreters, is a warning against idleness and complacency.  The Colossians will be thus presented to God only “if [they] continue in [their] faith, established and firm,” and so forth.

Do you see the magnitude of what Paul is saying?  The cross isn't just a nice example of love.  It's not merely a moral lesson.  The cross is the cosmic hinge of history—the point at which God reconciles all things to Himself.  Every force that opposes God—sin, death, evil, chaos—was defeated there.  Every power that enslaves humanity—guilt, fear, shame, condemnation—was broken there.  Every barrier between God and His creation—was removed there.  Through the blood of Christ, shed on the cross, peace was made.

II.  SO WHAT IS THE APPLICATION FOR US?
You might be thinking, "This is beautiful theology.  It's inspiring poetry.  But what does it mean for Monday morning?  What does the Cosmic Christ have to do with my struggles, my doubts, my ordinary life?"  Everything.

A.  If Christ is supreme over all creation, then nothing in our life is outside His authority
The one who holds galaxies together is holding us.

B.  If all God's fullness dwells in Christ, then you don't need Jesus plus anything
Paul's message is uncompromising: All God's fullness dwells in Christ.  There is no spiritual blessing, no divine resource, no aspect of God's nature that you can't access fully in Jesus.  You don't need to climb a spiritual ladder.  You don't need elite knowledge.  You don't need mystical experiences.  You don't need to achieve a certain level of holiness.  You need Christ.  And in Christ, you have everything.

C.  If Christ reconciles all things through His cross, then the worst thing that's ever happened to you can be redeemed
Scholar Douglas Moo points out that "reconcile" doesn't just mean "make friends again."  It means to restore something to its proper order, to bring harmony where there was discord.
Reconciled. Restored.  Woven into the story of redemption.  The cross proves that God can take the worst evil—the murder of His innocent Son—and turn it into the greatest good—the salvation of the world.  If God can do that with the cross, He can redeem your story too.

D.  If Christ is preeminent in everything, then no area of your life is secular
Notice verse 18: "so that in everything he might have the supremacy."  Not just in church.  Not just in your quiet time.  Not just in the "spiritual" parts of your life.  In everything.

III. THE DIAGNOSTIC QUESTIONS
Let me close with some questions for self-examination:
First: Where are you tempted to seek "Jesus plus"?
What are you turning to for security, significance, identity, or satisfaction that isn't Christ?  Name it. Bring it into the light.
Second: Does your life reflect Christ's supremacy?
If someone looked at your calendar, your bank account, your conversations, your anxieties—would they conclude that Christ is supreme?  Or would they see other things competing for first place?  This isn't about guilt.  It's about honest assessment.  Where is Christ not yet supreme in your life?
Third: Are you trying to hold your life together, or are you resting in Christ who holds all things together?
So much of our anxiety comes from trying to be our own sustainer.  We exhaust ourselves trying to keep everything from falling apart.  But Christ holds all things together.  Including you.  Including your circumstances.  Can you release your grip and rest in His?
CONCLUSION
Here's what I want you to see: Paul doesn't answer the false teachers' claims point by point.  He doesn't get into arguments about angel worship or dietary restrictions or mystical experiences.  He just shows them Jesus.
And when you really see Jesus—when you see Him as He truly is—the false alternatives become laughably inadequate.
You don't need Jesus plus anything because Jesus is everything.  He is the image of the invisible God.  He is the firstborn over all creation.  He is the creator and sustainer of all things.  He is the head of the church.  He is the firstborn from the dead.  All God's fullness dwells in Him.  Through Him, all things will be reconciled.
And this Christ—this supreme, sufficient, glorious Christ—is yours.  Not because you earned Him.  Not because you're spiritually advanced.  Not because you've achieved mystical experiences or elite knowledge.  He's yours because God rescued you from darkness, transferred you into His kingdom, and gave you redemption and forgiveness through Christ's blood.
That's the gospel.  And when you really see it—when you truly understand the supremacy and sufficiency of Christ—it changes everything.

And now we come to this Communion Table.
And here's what strikes me every time: The same Christ who created galaxies... broke bread with trembling hands the night before He died.
The same Christ who holds atoms together... allowed Roman soldiers to pull Him apart.  The same Christ in whom all God's fullness dwells... emptied Himself and became obedient to death on a cross.

Look at verse 20 again.  How does Christ reconcile all things to Himself?
"By making peace through his blood, shed on the cross."
Not through displays of power.  Not through fireworks.  Not through overwhelming force.  Through blood.  Shed on a cross.  The Creator became the sacrifice.  The Sustainer became the slain.  The Supreme One became the servant.

[Pick up the bread]
This bread represents His body.  The body that held all the fullness of deity.  The body that was broken for you.  Think about that.  The one who spoke the universe into existence said, "This is my body, given for you."  Take and eat this bread.
[Pick up the cup]
This cup represents His blood.  The blood that made peace.  The blood that reconciles all things.  The blood that was shed for you and me.
Paul says that whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.  We've just proclaimed the gospel.  We have declared that Christ died for sinners.  We have announced that in Him, all the fullness of God dwells.  We have testified that through His blood, we have been reconciled.
Now live as people who have seen Christ's supremacy.  Live as people who know Jesus is enough.  Live as people held together by the one who holds all things together.

Let's pray.
Father, open our eyes to see Jesus as He truly is.  Not as we've imagined Him, not as our culture has diminished Him, but as He is revealed in Your Word.
Help us see that He is supreme over all things—over our circumstances, our struggles, our fears. Help us see that all Your fullness dwells in Him—that we don't need to supplement Christ with anything.  Help us see that through His cross, all things are being reconciled—including the broken pieces of our lives.
Forgive us for our "Jesus plus" living.  Forgive us for treating Him as if He's not enough.  Forgive us for giving other things the supremacy that belongs to Him alone.
By Your Spirit, make Christ supreme in our lives.  In our thoughts, our desires, our decisions, our relationships.  In everything, may He have first place.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, the Cosmic Christ, the Crucified Christ, the Supreme Christ. Amen.

Closing Song # 445 “Rock of Ages”

Benediction:
As you go from this place, go with this truth ringing in your ears: He is the image of the invisible God.
When you're confused about who God is, look to Christ.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
When your life feels like it's falling apart, trust the one who sustains all things.  In Him all the fullness of God dwells.
When you're tempted toward "Jesus plus," remember in Christ you have everything.  Through His blood shed on the cross, He has made peace.
When guilt condemns you, when shame haunts you, when fear grips you—remember the blood that reconciles all things.
Christ is supreme.  Christ is sufficient.  Christ is yours.  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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