Colossians Series 7 - Raised with Christ - Rules for Holy Living
Text: Colossians 3:1–11 (NIV)
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

Introduction
Illustration - The Legal Declaration:
When someone becomes a naturalized citizen, they take an oath renouncing allegiance to their former country.  They don't just add American citizenship to their old identity—there's a death and resurrection of civic identity.  Similarly, baptism represents our death to the old kingdom and resurrection into Christ's kingdom.  We're not just "improved" versions of our old selves—we've died and been raised as new creations.
Contemporary Application:
Many Christians live as "dual citizens," trying to maintain allegiance to both the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of this world.  Paul says our life is "hidden with Christ in God"—our true identity isn't found in our career success, our social media following, our political tribe, or our bank account. 

Most scholars emphasize that Paul's call to "seek things above" isn't about escapism or diversion from earthly responsibilities but about reorienting our ultimate allegiance.  The phrase "hidden with Christ in God" speaks to the understanding of the believer's secure identity in Christ.  This passage challenges the Colossian heresy that suggested believers needed additional mystical experiences beyond Christ.

Paul writes to the Colossians—and to us—but his solution isn’t what you might expect.  He doesn’t offer a twelve-step program.  He doesn’t give us a new set of rules to follow.  Instead, he takes us back to something far more fundamental: the reality of who we are in Christ and what that reality demands of how you live.

I. The Foundation: Raised with Christ (3:1)
Paul begins with a conditional statement that’s actually not conditional at all.  “If you have been raised with Christ”—but the Colossians have been raised with Christ.  This isn’t a possibility.  It’s a reality.  It’s the foundation upon which everything else rests.
What does it mean that you’ve been raised with Christ?  It means you’ve been incorporated into his resurrection.  When Christ rose from the dead, you rose with him.  Your old life—the life enslaved to sin, separated from God, destined for judgment—died.  And you were raised into new life, participation in Christ’s resurrection power.
As those who have already been raised with Christ, believers now participate in his resurrection life.  This isn’t figurative language.  This is the deepest reality of Christian existence.  You’re not just forgiven.  You’re not just cleaned up.  You’re not just given a fresh start.  You’re raised.  You’re alive in a new way.  You’re connected to the one who conquered death itself.
This is why Paul can make the demands he’s about to make.  He’s not appealing to your willpower.  He’s not shaming you into obedience.  He’s appealing to your identity.  He’s saying: you’ve been raised with Christ. Therefore, live like it.
The Christian is, simply, a person who has been granted a relationship with the exalted Christ at God’s right hand.  Not a distant relationship.  Not a theoretical relationship.  A real, present, powerful relationship with the risen Christ who sits at God’s right hand, ruling over all things.

II. The Direction: Seek and Set Your Mind (3:1–2)
From this foundation, Paul gives two imperatives that sound similar but address different dimensions of the Christian life.
First: “Seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”  This is about your desires.  It’s about what you’re pursuing.  It’s about the direction of your longings.  Your interests are to be centered on Christ; your minds, aims, ambitions, in fact your whole outlook, are to be centered on that heavenly realm where he reigns and where your lives truly belong.  The continuous ongoing effort required for such a cast of mind does not come automatically.  That realm is to be sought diligently, and it is where Christ is, seated as king in the place of honor.
Notice the word “seek.” It’s active.  It’s intentional.  It’s not passive.  You’re not waiting for heavenly-mindedness to happen to you.  You’re pursuing it.  You’re seeking it.  You’re directing your desires upward, toward Christ and the reality of his kingdom.
Second: “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”  This is about your thinking.  It’s about where you direct your mental energy.  It’s about what you meditate on, what you dwell on, what you allow to occupy your thoughts.
The second focuses on their study and growing understanding of the will and purposes of Christ.  This isn’t about becoming so heavenly-minded that you’re no earthly good.  Being heavenly-minded does not mean living in the clouds!  Rather, it’s about understanding that your true life, your real identity, your ultimate destiny—all of it is bound up with Christ and his kingdom.
The contrast Paul draws is stark: things above versus things on earth.  But what does “things on earth” mean?  It doesn’t mean that physical reality is evil.  It doesn’t mean that work is sinful or that relationships are wrong.  Rather, it means the system of values, desires, and pursuits that operates independently of Christ.  It means making earthly success, earthly pleasure, earthly security your ultimate concern.
Illustration: Gravity and Orientation
Astronauts training for space missions practice reorienting themselves in environments without normal gravitational cues.  Paul's command to "set your minds on things above" is similar—we live in a culture with strong gravitational pull toward materialism and self-focus. Setting our minds above requires intentional reorientation, like training your inner compass to point toward a different "north."

III. The Hidden Life: Death and Hiddenness (3:2–3)
Now Paul explains why this reorientation is possible.  He gives two reasons: you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
“You have died.”  This is past tense.  It’s already happened.  When you were baptized into Christ, you died.  Your old self was crucified with him.  The person you were—enslaved to sin, separated from God, destined for judgment—that person died.  You’re not trying to kill yourself.  You’re not struggling to put to death a self that’s still alive.  You’re recognizing a reality that’s already true: you died with Christ.
But there’s more.  “Your life is hidden with Christ in God.”  Your real life—your true identity, your ultimate destiny—is not visible.  It’s not on display.  It’s hidden.  It’s secure.  It’s with Christ in God.
For the moment their heavenly life remains hidden, secure with Christ in God.  Their new life as Christians in Christ is not visible to others and, in some measure, is hidden from themselves.  This is comforting, isn’t it?  Your worth isn’t determined by what others see.  Your identity isn’t dependent on your performance or your appearance or your achievements.  Your life is hidden with Christ in God.  It’s secure.  It’s safe.  It’s real, even if it’s not yet visible.

IV. The Future Glory: When Christ Appears (3:4)
This hiddenness is temporary.  It will only be fully manifest when Christ, who embodies that life, appears at his second coming.  The day of the revelation of the Son of God will be the day of the revelation of the sons of God.  That manifestation will take place ‘in glory’ and it will involve the sharing of Christ’s likeness and the receiving of our glorious resurrection body.
When Christ is revealed, we will be revealed with him in glory.  Our hidden life will become visible.  Our true identity will be manifest.  We will share in his glory.  We will be transformed into his likeness.  We will receive our resurrection body.
This is the Christian hope.  Not escape from the world.  Not disembodied existence in some ethereal realm.  But resurrection—the renewal of all things, the restoration of creation, the manifestation of God’s kingdom in its fullness, and your participation in that glory.  This future hope reframes everything in the present.  Christ promises real glory—the sharing of his own glory, the transformation into his likeness, the inheritance of all things.

V. The Practical Imperative: Put to Death (3:5–6)
Now Paul moves from theology to practice.  From the reality of our resurrection, he draws a practical conclusion: “Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly.”
Notice the word “therefore.”  This isn’t arbitrary.  This isn’t Paul imposing rules from the outside.  This flows from what he’s just said.  You’ve been raised with Christ.  Your life is hidden with him in God.  Therefore, put to death what is earthly.
In the first of these paragraphs the apostle exhorts those who died with Christ to put to death whatever belongs to their earthly nature.  Using two lists of vices, Paul first describes five sins which must be rejected utterly by these believers of the Lycus valley; he moves from the outward manifestations of sin to the inward cravings of the heart’. 
The five sins Paul lists are: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed.  Notice the progression. It moves from sexual sin to the desires that fuel it.  It moves from outward actions to inward cravings.  It moves from the obvious to the subtle.
And then Paul adds something striking: “which is idolatry.”  Greed is idolatry.  Why?  Because when you’re consumed with acquiring more, you’re worshipping something other than God.  You’re bowing down to the god of accumulation.  You’re serving the idol of security through possessions.  You’re making something other than God your ultimate concern.
Covetousness is put down with the filthiest sins, and it is described as idolatry.  The desire to possess the goods that belong to others, the lust to get gain at any price, this is idolatry.  Paul adds a sobering note: “On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient.”  This isn’t arbitrary punishment.  This is the inevitable consequence of rejecting God’s design for human flourishing.  When you pursue sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, you’re moving away from life and toward death.  You’re rejecting the one who made you and knows what will make you truly happy.  The wrath of God isn’t God’s temper tantrum.  It’s God’s refusal to pretend that sin leads to life when it leads to death.
But then Paul adds something crucial: “These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.”  The Colossians had been there.  They had walked in these sins.  They had lived in them.  But they’re not there anymore.  That’s not who they are anymore.  They’ve been raised with Christ.

VI. The Practical Imperative: Put Off and Put On (3:7–10)
This section connects strongly with our doctrine of entire sanctification.  The "putting to death" of earthly nature isn't merely suppression but transformation through the Holy Spirit's work.  Notice the two lists of vices (vv. 5, 8) - the first dealing with sensual sins, the second with social sins, particularly sins of speech.  This reflects the comprehensive nature of Christian holiness affecting all areas of life.  The "new self" is being renewed "in knowledge in the image of its Creator."  Sin marred God's image in humanity, and salvation progressively restores it.

Paul shifts the comparison.  He moves from “put to death” to “put off” and “put on”—like changing clothes.  “But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth.”  The apostle exhorts them to discard their old repulsive habits of improper speech like a set of worn-out clothes.
Notice that this second list focuses on sins of speech and attitude.  Anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive language.  These are the ways people hurt each other.  These are the ways communities are destroyed.  These are the ways relationships are fractured.
But Paul doesn’t just tell us to take off the old self.  He tells us to put on the new self.  The new self is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.  This is transformation.  This is becoming more and more like Christ.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit in our life, gradually conforming us to the image of Jesus.
And this renewal happens through knowledge—not mere intellectual knowledge, but relational knowledge.  It’s knowing Christ.  It’s understanding his character.  It’s grasping his love.  It’s recognizing his authority.  As you know Christ more deeply, you become more like him.

VII. The Ultimate Unity: Christ Is All and in All (3:11)
Paul concludes this section with a stunning declaration: “In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all.”
This is revolutionary.  In the ancient world, these categories mattered enormously.  Greek versus Jew was a fundamental divide.  Circumcised versus uncircumcised marked religious identity.  Barbarian versus civilized marked cultural status.  Scythian marked ethnic identity.  Slave versus free marked social status.  These weren’t minor differences.  They determined how people related to each other.  They determined who had power and who didn’t.
So Paul's declaration that "Christ is all and is in all" demolishes the barriers that the ancient world considered most foundational to identity.  This wasn't merely theoretical theology—it was radical social transformation.

But in Christ, these categories lose their ultimate significance.  Not because they cease to exist—Greeks are still Greeks, Jews are still Jews, slaves are still slaves.  But they’re no longer the defining reality.  Christ is all and in all.
Theologically, this connects to the holiness mandate that personal transformation must lead to social transformation.  A truly sanctified heart cannot maintain prejudice, racism, or class distinctions.  When Christ becomes "all," our earthly identity markers lose their power to separate us.  The new humanity in Christ creates what previous human effort never could—genuine community across every conceivable barrier.  This is the future kingdom of God becoming visible now, in the church.  This is what happens when people are raised with Christ and set their minds on things above.

Paul’s solution isn’t more inspiring worship or more powerful preaching (though those aren’t bad).  His solution is to reconnect you with the reality that you’ve been raised with Christ.  That’s not something that happened on Sunday.  That’s something that happened when you were baptized.  That’s your permanent address.  That’s the foundation you stand on every single day.

The Hidden Treasure
Imagine someone who owns a valuable piece of property.  The property contains a treasure—gold, jewels, something of immense worth.  But the treasure is hidden.  It’s buried.  It’s not visible to the casual observer.  In fact, the property looks ordinary.  It looks like any other piece of land.  But the owner knows what’s there.  The owner knows the value.  The owner knows that one day, the treasure will be revealed.
In the meantime, the owner doesn’t despair.  The owner doesn’t feel like the treasure isn’t real just because it’s hidden.  The owner doesn’t compare the property to other properties because he knows what’s there.  One day, the hidden treasure will be revealed, and everyone will see what the owner has always known.

This is your life in Christ.  Right now, it’s hidden.  The world doesn’t see your true worth.  The world doesn’t recognize your identity.  The world doesn’t understand your destiny.  But you know what’s there. You know that your life is hidden with Christ in God.  You know that one day, when Christ is revealed, you will be revealed with him in glory.  And everyone will see what you’ve always known.
This knowledge should affect how we live now.  It means we don’t need the world’s validation or approval.  We don’t need to prove our worth through status or achievement or appearance.  Our worth is already established.  Our identity is already secure. Our destiny is already determined.  It’s all hidden with Christ in God.

Conclusion: Living the Resurrection
Paul’s message to the Colossians—and to us—is this: You’ve been raised with Christ.  Live like it.
This isn’t a command imposed from the outside.  It’s an invitation to live in harmony with reality.  You’ve been raised.  You’ve been given new life.  You’ve been incorporated into Christ’s resurrection.  You’ve been given a hidden life that’s secure with Christ in God.  You’ve been promised that one day you’ll be revealed with him in glory.
Given all of that, how could you possibly go back to the old way?  How could you possibly return to lust and anger and greed and malice?  How could you possibly cling to the things that are on earth when you’ve been raised to the things that are above?
Illustration:
Imagine a house that's been condemned—foundation cracked, walls crumbling, roof caved in.  The city declares it "dead" and schedules it for demolition.  But someone with vision and resources buys it, completely tears it down to the foundation, and rebuilds it from the ground up.  When it's finished, the address is the same, but everything else is new.
That's what God does with us.  We died with Christ.  We've been raised with Christ.  Now we're being rebuilt into His image.  And the final result will be a community that looks like heaven—every nation, tribe, people, and language, united because Christ is all and in all.


Communion Meditation
As we come to the Lord's Table, we remember that this meal proclaims a death and a resurrection—not just Christ's, but ours as well.
The broken bread reminds us: "You have died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God." Your old self, with all its divisions and destructive patterns, was nailed to the cross with Jesus. When you take this bread, you're acknowledging that your former way of life has been crucified.
The cup reminds us: "You have been raised with Christ." This isn't just future hope—it's present reality. Christ's resurrection life flows through you now, empowering you to put to death what belongs to your earthly nature and to be renewed in his image.
And as we share this meal together—across generations, backgrounds, and perspectives—we embody verse 11: "Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all."
Look around this table. See brothers and sisters who are different from you. This is the new humanity Christ is creating—a community where he transcends every human division.
Come, receive what Christ has done. Come, remember who you now are.
Benediction
Now may the God who raised Christ from the dead continue his renewing work in you. May you walk this week as those who have died to sin and been raised to new life. May you put to death what belongs to the earthly nature with holy courage. May you put on compassion, kindness, and love with Spirit-empowered intentionality. And may you be agents of reconciliation, building communities where Christ is all, and is in all.
Go in the peace and power of the risen Christ. Amen.
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