Clothed in Christ
Text: Colossians 3:12–17
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Introduction
You’re sitting in a coffee shop on a Tuesday morning.  Someone cuts in front of you in line.  Your first instinct is irritation.  Maybe anger.  You open your mouth to say something sharp, but then something stops you.  You remember who you are.  You remember what you’ve been forgiven.  You remember that you’re part of something larger than your own comfort.  So instead of lashing out, you step back. You let it go.  You even smile.
That moment—that small choice to respond differently than your flesh wants to—that’s what Paul is writing about in Colossians 3:12–17.  He’s not describing some distant spiritual ideal.  He’s describing the practical, daily reality of what it means to be clothed in Christ.
The Colossians faced a crisis of identity.  False teachers were suggesting that spiritual maturity required additional practices, secret knowledge, and penitent disciplines.  Paul’s response was to ground their identity in Christ and then show them what that identity demands in everyday life.  Colossians 3:12–17 represents Paul’s instructions on how to live as the community of God’s renewed people.
This passage is about transformation—not the kind that happens once and is finished, but the kind that happens daily, moment by moment, as you choose to live out who you already are in Christ.

I. Your Identity: Chosen, Holy, and Beloved (3:12)
Paul begins with identity before he addresses behavior.  This is crucial.  He doesn’t say, “Try harder to be compassionate.”  He doesn’t say, “Work on being kind.”  Instead, he says: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”
Notice the word “therefore.”  It connects to everything that’s come before.  You’ve been raised with Christ.  Your life is hidden with him in God.  You’ve put off the old self and put on the new self. Therefore—on the basis of that reality—here’s how you live.
The readers are described as God’s elect, holy and beloved.  Through God’s initiative in Christ they have now been chosen and set apart for God, who has bestowed upon them the divine love. 
This is very innovative.  The Colossians were Gentiles.  In the old system, they were outsiders.  They were excluded.  They were unclean.  But through Christ, they’ve been incorporated into God’s people.  They’ve been chosen.  They’ve been set apart.  They’ve been loved with God’s own love.
This identity isn’t something you earn.  It’s not something you achieve through discipline or effort.  It’s something you receive.  It’s a gift.  And once you understand that you’ve been chosen, set apart, and loved by God, everything changes.  You can’t live the same way anymore.  You can’t treat others the same way.  You can’t hold grudges the same way.  You can’t pursue selfish ambition the same way.
Both the Old and the New Testaments indicate that it is God’s purpose that humankind should be like God.  But this was not realized through the first Adam.  Paul declares that it was accomplished through the second Adam, Jesus Christ, who is himself the image of God.  Christ transforms those who believe in him into his own image.
You’re being transformed into the image of Christ.  That’s your destiny.  That’s your calling.  That’s why Paul can command you to put on certain virtues—not because you should feel guilty if you don’t, but because you’re being remade in the image of the one who perfectly embodied these virtues.

II. The Virtues: Five Qualities for Community (3:12)
Now Paul lists five virtues that should characterize the new self.  These aren’t random.  They’re not arbitrary.  They’re specifically chosen because they address how believers relate to each other in community.
First: Compassion.  The new people of God need a deep and heartfelt sympathy for the situations of others and active consideration for others’ interests and needs.  Compassion means you feel what others feel.  You enter into their suffering.  You don’t stand apart and judge.  You stand with them and suffer alongside them.
Second: Kindness.  This is more than politeness.  Kindness is active goodness.  It’s looking for ways to benefit others.  It’s the opposite of indifference.  A kind person doesn’t just avoid hurting others; a kind person actively seeks to help others.
Third: Humility.  This word has an interesting history.  In the Greco-Roman world, the term was associated with contemptible servility.  Here, among the virtues, it is viewed positively as the ability to count others better than oneself, which is based on a proper sense of self-worth and not simply weakness of character.
This is important.  Biblical humility isn’t self-hatred.  It’s not thinking you’re worthless.  It’s having a proper sense of your own worth while recognizing that others have worth too—and sometimes more worth in particular situations.  It’s the ability to say, “I might be wrong about this” or “You have wisdom I don’t have” or “Your needs matter more than my preferences right now.”
Fourth: Gentleness.  Gentleness entails courtesy, considerateness, and a willingness to waive one’s rights rather than to be concerned for personal gain in one’s relations with others.  A gentle person doesn’t insist on their own way.  A gentle person doesn’t demand their rights.  A gentle person is willing to lose an argument to preserve a relationship.
Fifth: Patience.  Patience is the ability not to become frustrated and enraged but to make allowances for others’ shortcomings and to tolerate their exasperating behavior.  Patience is what you need when someone annoys you for the hundredth time.  It’s what you need when your spouse repeats the same mistake.  It’s what you need when your teenager challenges your authority.  It’s the willingness to bear with people even when they’re difficult.

The Seed and the Fruit
Imagine a farmer who plants seeds in the spring.  The farmer doesn’t create the fruit.  The farmer doesn’t manufacture the harvest.  The farmer plants seeds, waters them, tends them, and then waits. The growth happens naturally, according to the nature of the seed.
Similarly, when you put on the virtues Paul describes—compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience—you’re not manufacturing these qualities through willpower.  You’re not pretending to be something you’re not.  You’re allowing the seed of Christ’s nature in you to grow.  You’re tending it.  You’re watering it.  You’re removing obstacles to its growth.  And then you trust that it will produce fruit.
This is why Paul connects everything back to your identity in Christ.  You’ve been raised with Christ. You’ve been given his nature.  You’ve been incorporated into his body.  So the virtues aren’t foreign to you.  They’re the natural expression of who you already are.  You’re not trying to become something new.  You’re allowing what you already are to grow and flourish.

These virtues are similar to Paul’s fruits of the Spirit, mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23.  They are attitudes and actions elsewhere attributed to God and Christ.  This is the point: you’re not being asked to become something alien to your nature.  You’re being asked to become like Christ.  You’re being asked to reflect the character of the one who is your Lord and Savior.

III. The Practice: Bearing and Forgiving (3:13)
Now Paul moves from the virtues themselves to how they’re practiced in community.  The two clauses in this verse function to underline the qualities required in the previous clause by highlighting the kinds of relationships in which they will need to be displayed.  They reflect a realism about problems of relationships in any community and the inevitability of complaints, clashes, and grievances.
Paul is being realistic.  He knows that communities aren’t perfect.  People hurt each other.  Misunderstandings happen.  Conflicts arise.  The question isn’t whether you’ll face relational problems.  The question is how you will respond when you do.
The solution offered is bearing with one another and forgiving one another.  Bearing with others involves fully accepting them for who they are, with their weaknesses and faults, and allowing them worth and space.  This is hard.  It’s much easier to write someone off than to bear with them.  It’s much easier to hold a grudge than to forgive.
But then Paul gives the motivation: “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  The motivation and grounds for the all-important ability to forgive others lie in the readers’ own experience of forgiveness.  Knowing oneself to have been forgiven by Christ should release the generosity required to forgive others.
Think about what Christ has forgiven you.  Think about the sins you’ve committed—the pride, the lust, the anger, the selfishness, the cruelty, the lies.  Think about how much you’ve been forgiven.  And then think about the person who’s hurt you.  Has their offense against you been greater than your offenses against Christ?  Almost certainly not.
This is the logic of grace.  You’ve been forgiven much.  Therefore, you can forgive others.  You’ve been shown mercy.  Therefore, you can show mercy.  You’ve been loved in spite of your failures.  Therefore, you can love others in spite of theirs.

IV. The Binding Force: Love (3:14)
Now Paul adds one more virtue that binds all the others together.  “And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”
Love is the capstone.  It’s what holds everything together.  You can have compassion without love—you can feel sorry for someone without truly loving them.  You can have kindness without love—you can do kind things for selfish reasons.  You can have humility without love—you can be humble out of fear or low self-esteem.  You can have gentleness without love—you can be gentle because you’re weak.  You can have patience without love—you can tolerate someone while resenting them.
But when love is the foundation, everything changes.  When you genuinely love someone, your compassion becomes authentic.  Your kindness becomes generous.  Your humility becomes genuine.  Your gentleness becomes strength.  Your patience becomes joy.
Love is the perfect bond of unity because it’s the only thing strong enough to hold together people from different backgrounds, with different personalities, with different perspectives.  Love is what keeps a community together when everything else would tear it apart.

V. The Ruling Force: Peace (3:15)
Now Paul shifts focus slightly.  The peace of Christ must control your hearts—a peace into which you were called in one body.  Notice the word “control.”  Peace isn’t just a feeling.  It’s not just the absence of conflict.  It’s a ruling force.  It’s what determines your decisions.  It’s what guides your actions.
The Conductor and the Orchestra
Imagine an orchestra without a conductor.  Each musician is talented.  Each musician knows their part.  But without a conductor to unify them, the result is chaos.  Some musicians rush.  Some drag.  Some play too loud.  Some play too soft.  The result is noise without beauty.
But then a conductor steps up.  The conductor doesn’t play an instrument.  The conductor doesn’t make the music.  But the conductor unifies the musicians.  The conductor sets the tempo.  The conductor brings in different sections at the right time.  The conductor balances the volume.  And suddenly, chaos becomes symphony.  Noise becomes beauty.
This is what the peace of Christ does in your life and in your community.  The peace of Christ is the conductor.  It unifies us.  It sets the tempo.  It brings different parts of life into harmony.  Without it there’s just noise.  With it, there’s a symphony.

Paul instructs believers to pursue peace because they are part of Christ’s body and therefore are joined together.  If they are unified, then they can properly function, and growth can take place.
Think about what this means practically.  When you’re facing a decision, let the peace of Christ rule.  If a choice creates anxiety and conflict, it’s probably not the right choice.  If a path creates peace, it’s probably the right direction.  When you’re in a conflict with someone, let the peace of Christ rule.  Ask yourself: What would create peace?  What would restore unity?  What would honor Christ?
And then Paul adds: “And be thankful.”  Gratitude and peace are connected.  A grateful heart is a peaceful heart.  When you’re thankful for what you have, you’re not anxious about what you lack.  When you’re grateful for God’s provision, you’re not stressed about tomorrow.  When you’re thankful for your relationships, you’re not bitter about conflicts.

VI. The Living Word: Scripture and Song (3:16)
Now Paul addresses how the community grows and is strengthened.  The word of Christ must live in you richly.  Teach and warn each other with all wisdom by singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  Notice that Paul doesn’t say the word of Christ should exist in you.  He says it should “live” in you—actively, dynamically, richly.  The word of Christ isn’t just something you read once and file away.  It’s something that dwells in you, shapes you, transforms you, and guides you.
And how does this happen?  Through teaching and warning each other.  Through singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.  Through corporate worship and instruction.  The word of Christ dwells richly in the community when believers are actively teaching each other, reminding each other, singing together about the truths of the gospel.
Sing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  Notice the connection between singing and gratitude.  Singing is an expression of joy and thanksgiving.  When you sing about God’s goodness, you’re reinforcing that goodness in your own heart.  You’re reminding yourself of what’s true.  You’re joining your voice with others in celebration of Christ.

VII. The Comprehensive Principle: Everything in the Name of Jesus (3:17)
Finally, Paul brings it all together with a comprehensive principle:  “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  This is the capstone.  This is the principle that governs everything.  Not just the big decisions.  Not just the spiritual activities.  Everything.  Your speech.  Your actions.  Your work.  Your relationships.  Your leisure.  Your eating.  Your sleeping.  All of it should be done in the name of Jesus.  What does it mean to do something “in the name of Jesus”?  It means doing it as his representative.  It means doing it as though he were doing it.  It means asking: “Would Jesus do this?  Would Jesus say this?  Would Jesus approve of this?”  And it means doing everything with gratitude—acknowledging that even your ability to act and speak comes from God.

Conclusion: Dressed for the Life You’re Called to Live
Paul’s message to the Colossians—and to us—is this: You’ve been chosen.  You’ve been set apart.  You’ve been loved with God’s own love.  You’ve been raised with Christ.  You’ve been given a new identity.  Now live like it.
This isn’t a burden.  It’s not a list of rules to follow out of obligation.  It’s an invitation to become who you already are.  It’s a call to live in harmony with your true identity.
The virtues Paul describes aren’t impossible ideals.  They’re not distant goals you’ll never reach.  They’re the natural expression of your identity in Christ.  They’re what happens when you allow the seed of Christ’s nature in you to grow.  They’re what happens when you put on the clothes that fit who you really are.
So clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Let love bind you together.  Let the peace of Christ rule your hearts.  Let the word of Christ dwell richly in you.  And do everything in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
That’s the life we are called to.  That’s the life we’re equipped for.  That’s the life that brings glory to Christ and joy to our soul.

Communion Meditation – Colossians 3:12–17
Paul tells us to "clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience." Those virtues do not come naturally to us—they are the fruit of Christ living within us.  At this table, we are reminded that Jesus first clothed Himself with humility by taking on our humanity and giving His life on the cross.
As we eat the bread and drink the cup, we remember the One who forgave us completely.  Because we have received His grace, we are now called to forgive one another, to let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, and to live with gratitude.  Communion is not only a remembrance of Christ's sacrifice; it is also a commitment to live as His people.
As we receive these emblems today, may Christ's peace fill our hearts, His Word dwell richly within us, and may everything we do be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  Amen.

Benediction
Go now clothed with the compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience of Christ.  Let His peace rule in your hearts, let His Word dwell richly within you, and whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father.  Go in His grace, His peace, and His love.  Amen.
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