Call to Worship – Psalm 61 (The Message)
1–2 God, listen to me shout, bend an ear to my prayer.
When I’m far from anywhere, down to my last gasp,
I call out, “Guide me up High Rock Mountain!”
3–5 You’ve always given me breathing room, a place to get away from it all,
A lifetime pass to your safe-house, an open invitation as your guest.
You’ve always taken me seriously, God, made me welcome among those who know and love you.
6–8 Let the days of the king add up to years and years of good rule.
Set his throne in the full light of God; 	post Steady Love and Good Faith as lookouts, And I’ll be the poet who sings your glory—and live what I sing every day.


Lordship in the Household
Text: Colossians 3:18–25
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism.
4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.

Introduction
You’re sitting across from a marriage counselor.  Your marriage has deteriorated to the point where you can barely speak to each other.  The counselor asks a simple question: “What happened?  When did things start to fall apart?”  And you realize you can’t point to one moment.  It was a thousand small moments.  Harsh words.  Neglect.  Resentment that built up over time.  A failure to treat each other with the dignity and respect that should characterize a Christian home.

Or imagine a different scene.  You’re a young person working your first job.  Your boss is demanding and critical.  You’re exhausted.  You’re underpaid.  You’re tempted to do the bare minimum—just enough to avoid getting fired.  And you wonder:  Does God really care how I work?  Does it matter if I’m lazy when my boss isn’t watching?

These are the situations Paul addresses in Colossians 3:18–25.  On the surface, this passage looks like a simple list of household rules—wives submit, husbands love, children obey, slaves work hard.  But beneath the surface, Paul is making a revolutionary claim: Christ’s lordship extends into every relationship, every role, every moment of your life.  There is no compartment of existence where Jesus doesn’t reign.
This passage has been misused throughout history to justify oppression and abuse.  We need to be honest about that.  But we also need to understand what Paul is actually saying—and what he’s not saying.  He’s not endorsing the social structures of the Roman household as God’s permanent design.  Rather, he’s inserting qualifications (such as “in the Lord”) and providing other hints that cue readers to view these socially imposed structures as creations that stand in conflict with God’s will.

Paul’s revolutionary message is this: Whether you’re a wife or a husband, a child or a parent, a slave or a master, your ultimate allegiance is to Christ.  And that allegiance transforms how you relate to everyone around you.

I. The Foundation: Christ’s Lordship Over All Relationships (3:18–19)
Paul moves from cosmic theology (Christ's supremacy) to kitchen-table ethics.  The household code shows Christianity isn't escapist but incarnational—faith that works itself out where we live.

N.T. Wright, wrote, "Paul's household codes are not prescriptions for timeless social structures, but demonstrations of how the gospel confronts and transforms the social realities of any given time and place."
FF Bruce wrote, "The Christian community was not called to withdraw from society but to be a new kind of society, embodying in its communal life the lordship of Christ over all spheres of existence."

Paul begins with marriage: “Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”
The word “submit” carries baggage in modern ears.  It sounds like weakness.  It sounds like women are inferior.  It sounds like husbands get to make all the decisions while wives obey.  But this interpretation misses what Paul is actually saying—and what he said elsewhere.
First, notice the phrase “as is fitting in the Lord.”  This is the crucial qualifier.  Submission isn’t absolute.  It’s qualified by Christ’s lordship.  A wife’s submission to her husband is never meant to contradict her submission to Christ.  If a husband demands something that violates Christ’s character or commands, the wife’s loyalty belongs to Christ, not to her husband.
Second, understand what Paul means by submission.  The essence of the new humanity in Christ is mutuality.  In this new self, there is no longer “Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free.”  Christians are to view themselves as members of “one body,” within which an attitude of consideration and love for “one another” should prevail.  Submission in this context means voluntary ordering of oneself within a relationship for the sake of unity and function—not domination.
Third, look at what Paul demands of husbands.  He doesn’t say, “Husbands, rule your wives.”  He says, “Love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”  This was countercultural in the ancient world.  Roman husbands had absolute legal authority over their wives.  They could divorce them at will.  They could treat them harshly.  But Paul says: Love them.  Don’t be harsh.  Treat them with gentleness and dignity.

The Christian tradition has always emphasized that families are to reflect our loving relationship to God.  This means that Christian marriage isn’t about power dynamics.  It’s about mutual love, mutual respect, and mutual submission to Christ.  A husband who loves his wife as Christ loved the church will never demand submission that violates her conscience or her dignity.  A wife who submits to her husband “as is fitting in the Lord” will never compromise her allegiance to Christ.
Think about what this means in practice.  A husband comes home angry from work.  He’s had a terrible day.  He snaps at his wife over something trivial.  In that moment, Christ’s lordship demands that he pause.  He remembers that his wife is not his servant.  She’s his partner.  She’s a fellow heir of God’s grace.  So instead of continuing to snap, he apologizes.  He takes responsibility for his mood.  He treats her with the gentleness that Christ demands.

II. The Foundation Extended: Children and Parents (3:20–21)
Paul continues: “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.”
Again, Paul addresses both sides of the relationship.  Children are called to obey.  But parents are called to restraint.  They’re told not to embitter their children—not to provoke them, not to crush their spirits, not to use their authority to wound.
Parents are to treat their children with gentleness and respect; children are to honor and obey their parents.  This is the biblical pattern.  But notice that the command to children is “obey in everything,” while the command to parents is negative—don’t embitter them.  Why the lopsidedness?
Because parents have power.  Parents have authority.  And power corrupts.  A parent can use their authority to control, to shame, to wound.  A parent can embitter a child through constant criticism, through impossible standards, through withdrawal of love when the child fails to meet expectations.  And Paul says: Don’t do that.  Your authority is meant to serve your child’s wellbeing, not your own ego.
This is where many Christian homes go wrong.  Parents demand obedience without earning respect.  They use their authority to enforce compliance rather than to guide their children toward maturity.  They embitter their children through harshness, through unrealistic expectations, through the message that their love is conditional on performance.
But a parent under Christ’s lordship understands that their authority is delegated authority.  It comes from God.  And God is gentle with his children.  God is patient.  God corrects without crushing.  God disciplines without shaming.  So a Christian parent should do the same.

Imagine a father whose teenage son makes a mistake.  The natural response is anger.  The natural response is to punish harshly.  But a father under Christ’s lordship pauses.  He remembers how many mistakes he’s made.  He remembers how many times he’s been forgiven.  He remembers that his son is learning.  So instead of harsh punishment, he has a conversation.  He helps his son understand the consequences of his actions.  He guides him toward better choices.  He does this in a way that preserves his son’s dignity and his relationship with his son.  That’s what it means to parent under Christ’s lordship.

III. The Radical Claim: Slaves and Masters (3:22–4:1)
Now Paul addresses the most radical relationship in the ancient world: slavery.  And here’s where his message becomes truly innovative.
“Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
On the surface, this looks like Paul is endorsing slavery.  But look more carefully.  Paul tells slaves to work hard—not because they’re slaves, but because they’re serving Christ.  He tells them to work with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord—not out of fear of their master, but out of loyalty to Christ.  He reminds them that they have an inheritance from the Lord—that their ultimate status is not as slaves but as heirs of God.  Paul isn’t telling slaves to accept their slavery as God’s will.  He’s telling them that their slavery doesn’t define them.  Their ultimate identity is as servants of Christ.  Their ultimate master is Christ.  Their ultimate reward comes from Christ, not from their earthly master.

And then Paul turns to masters: “Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in heaven.”

This is extraordinary.  Masters are told to treat their slaves justly and fairly.  Why?  Because they themselves have a Master in heaven.  In other words, the same Christ who is the slave’s ultimate Lord is also the master’s ultimate Lord.  Before Christ, master and slave stand on equal ground.  Both are accountable to him.  Both will answer to him.
Masters and slaves are equal before God.  This is the revolutionary claim beneath Paul’s words.  The social structure of slavery continues—Paul doesn’t call for its immediate abolition.  But he undermines its moral foundation.  He says that before God, slave and master are equals.  Both are servants of Christ.  Both will be judged by Christ.  Both have equal value in God’s eyes.

This principle applies to all workplace relationships.  Whether you’re an employee or a manager, Paul’s message is the same: Your ultimate loyalty is to Christ.  You work for Christ, not just for your paycheck.  You treat others with justice and fairness because Christ demands it.  You don’t cut corners when your boss isn’t looking.  You don’t exploit your power over others.  You remember that you answer to a higher authority.
Think about a contemporary workplace.  An employee is tempted to do sloppy work because the boss won’t notice.  An employee is tempted to steal time by pretending to work while scrolling social media.  An employee is tempted to badmouth their boss to coworkers.  But Paul says: Remember who you’re really serving. You’re serving Christ.  So do your work with excellence.  Do it with integrity.  Do it as though Christ himself is watching—because he is.
Or think about a manager who has power over employees.  The manager is tempted to exploit that power—to demand unreasonable hours, to pay unfairly, to create a hostile work environment.  But Paul says: Remember that you also have a Master in heaven.  You’ll answer to Christ for how you’ve treated those under your authority. So treat them justly.  Treat them fairly.  Treat them with the dignity that Christ demands.

IV. The Unifying Principle: Christ as the Ultimate Judge (3:25)
Paul concludes this section with a sobering reminder: “Those who do wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.”
This applies to everyone.  Wives who disrespect their husbands.  Husbands who are harsh with their wives.  Children who disobey their parents.  Parents who embitter their children.  Slaves who slack off.  Masters who exploit their slaves.  All will answer to Christ.  All will be judged fairly.  There is no favoritism.
This is the ultimate equalizer.  In the eyes of the world, some people have power and others don’t.  Some people are important and others are invisible.  But in the eyes of Christ, all are accountable.  All will be judged.  All will receive what they deserve.
This should terrify those who abuse their power.  And it should comfort those who are oppressed.  If you’re being treated unjustly, Christ sees.  Christ knows.  Christ will judge.  Justice will ultimately prevail.

Conclusion: Christ’s Lordship in the Ordinary
Paul’s message to the Colossians—and to us—is this: Christ’s lordship extends into every relationship, every role, every moment of your life.  There is no compartment of existence where Jesus doesn’t reign.
This is radical.  This is countercultural.  This is demanding.  But it’s also liberating.  It means that your marriage isn’t just about your happiness.  It’s about reflecting Christ’s love.  It means that your parenting isn’t just about raising successful children.  It’s about guiding them toward Christ.  It means that your work isn’t just about earning a paycheck.  It’s about serving Christ.

When you understand this, everything changes.  You don’t treat your spouse harshly because you remember that Christ demands gentleness.  You don’t embitter your children because you remember that Christ demands patience.  You don’t slack off at work because you remember that you’re serving Christ.  You don’t exploit those under your authority because you remember that Christ demands justice.
This is the revolution Paul is calling for.  Not a political revolution that overthrows earthly structures.  But a spiritual revolution that transforms how you live within those structures.  A revolution where Christ’s lordship reshapes every relationship, every decision, every moment.
That’s the life Paul is calling us to.  That’s the life that honors Christ.  That’s the life that transforms the world—not through force, but through love, through justice, through integrity, through the quiet witness of people who remember that they answer to a higher authority.




Communion Meditation
In Colossians 3 passage, Paul reminds us that every relationship in our lives matters to God.  Whether at home, at work, or in our daily interactions, we are called to serve "with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters" (Colossians 3:23).
As we come to the Lord's Table today, we remember the One who served perfectly.  Jesus humbled Himself, obeyed the Father completely, and gave His life for us on the cross.  Through His broken body and shed blood, we are forgiven and made new.  Because He first served us with sacrificial love, we are now free to serve Him faithfully in every part of our lives.
As you receive the bread and the cup, ask God to renew your heart so that your words, your work, and your relationships will reflect the love of Christ.

Benediction
Go now in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus. Serve Him with joyful hearts, love one another faithfully, and may the peace of Christ rule in your hearts until we meet again. Amen.
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